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Sunday School Enlistment 


Man 


The Rev. William S. Avery, pastor of 
Augsburg Church, Detroit, Mich., has 
accepted the call of the Parish and 
Church School Board to head the 
Board’s new program of Sunday School 
Enlistment. He will come to his new 
work about the first of February. 

After a commendable record in Sun- 
day school enrollment increase, in the 
past few years our Church has joined 
most of the other churches of our coun- 
try in a sharp decline. The Board has 
been studying causes of decline and 
ways and means of turning the tide. 
Pastor Avery will continue this study 
and, in consultation with pastors and 
lay Sunday school leaders, build a pro- 
gram which will reach out for the now 
unreached pupils. The goal is A Million 
in Our Sunday Schools in the Next Five 
Years. 

For the past six years Pastor Avery 
has served Augsburg Church. In that 
time the congregation has built a new 
church, purchased a parsonage, in- 
ereased confirmed and communing 

(Continued on page 23) 
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INCORRUPTIBLE 


THERE is a reflection of the principle of 
democracy that dominates our minds in the 
present war that was less emphasized in pre- 
vious conflicts. We refer to the use of officially 
authorized insignia to indicate the areas of 
combat in which the wearers of service uni- 
forms have been engaged. These add to the 
meaning of uniforms and of the “patches” by 
which departments of service and divisions of 
the armed forces are indicated. It is true that 
citations continue with solemn ceremonial pres- 
entations of suitable medals. But obviously, 
military authorities mean to declare that merit 
has been won by all those who have obeyed 
their country’s call to the dangerous defense 
of their nation’s principles. The authorization 
is one that erases the distinctions of rank by placing the heroism of G.I. 
and General on the same plane. 

Pastors and congregations have also published a similar appreciation 
of the share their young men and young women have by participation in 
North America’s armed-forces. By the use of stars and numbers mounted 
on banners and placed where they will be visible to relatives and fellow 
believers as often as they assemble in the house of God, they give recogni- 
tion to a group of members and imply engagement in united praise and 
petition at every meeting. Perhaps it is a very human trait that we should 
thus employ a visible method of keeping our loved ones “before the Lord” 
and thereby signify our dependence on God’s protection for their victory. 
But here again there is a confession of our common interest and fraternal 
esteem for fellow Christians whose lives are endangered in defending a 
way of national life. 

It is not surprising that Christians find an expression of approval in 
St. Paul’s inspired thinking about those who contend for and gain the prize 
of eternal life. By calling attention to those who strove for distinction in 
the Greek games, he provided himself with a popular comparison by which 
to call attention to the imperishable glory of citizenship in the kingdom of 
heaven and the incorruptible crown of righteousness bestowed upon all who 
continue steadfast in their faith in our Lord. 
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Cross stands upright 

Wuen Chaplain Arnold M. Maahs of 
the American Lutheran Church was 
assigned to service in New Guinea, he 
lost no time in visiting the wreckage 
of his church’s mission stations there. 

“IT saw a mass of rubble, which was 
all that was left of the church, ” he 
wrote regarding the 
situation in Amele. 
“Then I saw the 
cross, its tip point- 
ing up above the 
high weeds. . . . The 
bombings had 
blown it off the 

L Ves % building, and it had 
landed on the ground in an upright 
position.” 

Native pastors stood around as Chap- 
lain Maahs investigated. “Bime by, war 
he finish, we work him house lotu 
(church) good again. We work him 
new,” a native pastor declared. 

These three natives, Ud, Aik, and 
Botik, carried on the mission work 
when the white pastors were removed, 
reports the Lutheran Standard. Dur- 
ing 1943 one of them baptized 154 peo- 
ple and faithfully kept the records. An- 
other instructed and confirmed a class 
of sixteen boys. 


Good record 

EXPENDITURES of 124 mission boards 
and societies in the Foreign Missions 
Conference of North America were 
$19,437,538 in 1943, reports Dr. Emory 
Ross. Largest amount went for work 
in China, $4,723,739, with India a close 
second. 

Since the beginning of World War II, 
$3,363,000 has been contributed to 
maintain missions orphaned from their 
European headquarters. 
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Transportation difficulties of mission- 
aries have cleared up somewhat, with | 
307 securing passage to their fields in ‘ 
the last year, in comparison with i 
who went out in the previous year. 


No heat in Canterbury | 

THE enthronement of the Rt. Rev. | 
Geoffrey Francis Fisher as archbishop 
of Canterbury, primate of the Church — 
of England, has been postponed from > 
February 2 until some time after Easter. | 
The reason is lack of central heating 
in the cathedral. | 

Bishop Fisher was nominated by | 
King George VI to succeed the late Dr. 
William Temple. He is not well known 
to the general public, as he has not~ 
written much and has not engaged in | 
general public speaking. He is highly | 
regarded for organizing and adminis- 
trative ability. 


No hymnals 

Tue Episcopal Church was not for- . 
tunate in choice of a date for publish- | 
ing its new hymnal. The book came 
out in 1943, and promptly ran into the 
paper shortage. There are 90,000 back 
orders for the new book which could 
not be filled as 1944 closed. 

A hundred thousand pounds of paper 
will be available in 1945 for the hymnal. | 
The Church Hymnal Corporation is go- 
ing to press immediately with its whole 
quota of paper for the year, and will 
just about catch up with back orders 
when it has used that up. 


Rumpus in Mexico 

ArcHBISHOP Luis M. Martinez of Mex- 
ico has launched a vigorous effort to 
protect his country from the invasion 
of the Protestants. Roman Catholics 
in Mexico City are reported to be put- 
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ting placards in their windows an- 
nouncing, “This is a Catholic home. We 
repudiate Protestant propaganda.” 
Protestants are alleged to have been 
distributing propaganda circulars at the 
doors of Mexico’s national Catholic 
shrine, the Basilica de Guadalupe. 

A recent boycott of the Colgate 
Palmolive Peet Company on the ground 
that it gave financial aid to Protestant 
missions has been condemned by Arch- 
bishop Martinez as “unjust” and “in- 
_ advisable.” The archbishop has warned 
Catholics against the use of violence or 


' other unauthorized methods in efforts 
- to block the “inroads of Protestantism.” 


“Protestants make their converts 
among lukewarm Catholics; but if these 
were fervent, the (Protestant) work of 
conviction and catechism would fail,” 
says the archbishop, according to Re- 
ligious News Service. 


Latin American situation 

Reason for Roman Catholic concern 
about Protestant work in Latin Amer- 
ica may be gauged from figures for 
_ Protestant missionary expenditures for 
1943, showing a sum of $3,509,527, 
nearly 20 percent of the total world 
_ budget, went into that area. 

Most recent new venture in that di- 
rection is that of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church in America, whose mis- 
sionary, the Rev. Hans Thoresen, has 
begun work in Colombia. The work 
is being done outside the NLC mission 
budget, supported by friends who are 
enthusiastic about the work. It is done 
in co-operation with the Colombia 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission to the 
northeast of Bogota. Two missionaries 
of the Danish Lutheran Church in 
America have also joined the staff. 


Shelf inspection 

Memeers of 2,000 Walther Leagues of 
the Missouri Synod expect to survey 
the public libraries and reading rooms 
of the United States to see how many 
of twenty-five recommended books 
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and periodicals on Lutheranism are 
found. Results of the survey will 
go to the League’s Chicago headquar- 
ters, and efforts will then be made to 
recommend book gifts to libraries. 


Warning on post-war 

“AN unconquerable faith in the dig- 
nity of the human person as a child of 
God, and reverence for man as man,” 
will be the only force that can prevail 
against tyranny and inhumanity, states 
the British editor, Dr. J. H. Oldham. 

Great Britain and the United States 
are being: driven to courses of action 
which are “utterly wrong in them- 
selves,” and “destructive of anything 
that can be called civilization,” says Dr. 
Oldham. He is particularly concerned 
about possible large-scale deportation 
of populations from one area to another 
in the post-war world. 

The Allied governments must “pre- 
serve in their own conduct a high 
standard of international action.” 

“Tt would be the greatest mistake to 
suppose that Great Britain and Amer- 
ica are immune from the canker which 
is eating into the vitals of European 
society,’ says Dr. Oldham. “Among 
ourselves also, the selfish interest of 
individuals and groups is obscuring the 
right understanding of freedom and un- 
dermining the essential foundations of 
democratic society. The picture of 
Europe as the patient and ourselves as 
the health-bringing doctor is quite con- 
trary to the truth.” 


Up and down 

THE Protestant Episcopal Church, in 
its 1945 annual, reports the highest 
number of communicants on record, 
1,540,784, three times the number re- 
ported in 1891. Sunday school enroll- 
ment has dropped to the lowest figure 
since 1891, 387,981. 

Infant baptisms were the most nu- 
merous .on record. Contributions 
reached the highest point in ten years, 
$39,118,005. 


IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


Recently Dr. Robert Chambers ad- 
dressed the Greek-American Univer- 
sity Club on “The Reconstruction of 
the Basic Sciences in Post-war Europe.” 
Inasmuch as that general topic is re- 
ceiving a widely-varied presentation, it 
would hardly be accorded the dignity of 


consideration as news, except that the 


lecture actually started something of 
more than passing interest. It launched 
a movement “to create an international 
center of higher education and research 
in Greece.” A thrill comes from con- 
templating such a foundation in the 
land from which our western culture 
in literature, science and philosophy 


came to bless the world. It is suggested: 


that Greece, being “the geographic cen- 
ter of the Near Eastern countries,” 
would be the ideal location for such a 
project. But Greece is more than a 
point in geography; for us it is the 
birthplace of universal thought; and 
if it could recall the world to her rich 
gifts that once adorned our univer- 
sities, but are now neglected, the think- 
ing of man might well have a new 
renaissance, 


The Catholics of England are dis- 
mayed over a recent decree issued by 
Haile Selassie, which restricts mission 
activities in Ethiopia. Missionaries 
hereafter will not be allowed to enter 
or operate in districts mainly inhabited 
by adherents of the Coptic Church. 
However, they will be allowed to es4 
tablish hospitals and schools, but not 
to use them for purposes of conver- 
sion. The English churchmen are dis- 
turbed as Catholics, for they see in 
this a discrimination against their faith. 
But Haile remembers that during the 
Italian occupancy the Catholic mission- 
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aries formed a competent and active 
intelligence service as spies for the 
Italian Army. And now Haile has an- 
other pertinent reason. When the Eng- 
lish drove the Italians out of Ethiopia, 
they took over two provinces under 
“protective custody”; but lately they 
informed Haile that they intended to 
make them a permanent part of Brit-— 
ish- Somaliland, so the Djibuti-Addis 
Ababa railway might run continuously 
through British territory. The church- 
men should consider this as Britons and 
not as Catholics. 


In the Midst of war’s activities, our 
soldiers have their eyes fixed on the 
more desirable activities of peace; and 
among these, education holds the place 
of prime importance. The Information 
and Education Division of the Army 
Service Forces reports that 500,000 are 
definitely planning full-time school or 
college attendance in the piping times 
of peace; 300,000 others are thinking 
favorably of the same plan, but are also’ 
considering jobs; another 1,200,000 plan 
part-time attendance in schools, but 
their educational future is more uncer- 
tain. These figures apply to white sol- 
diers; but the percentage of negro sol- 
diers having full-time plans for educa- 
tion is only slightly smaller. The ex- 
pectation of lengthened warfare re- 
cently forced upon the world’s atten- 
tion may seriously affect these hopes; 
post-war economic conditions will like- 
wise be a determining factor. The fact 
remains, however, that educational in- 
stitutions have high hopes for their 
future. 


De Gaulle’s decision to continue till 
the coming September the Vichy gov- 
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ernment’s 500,000,000-franc yearly sub- 
sidy to private Catholic schools will be 
a burning issue in the nearby February 
elections, the first in freed France. 
Though De Gaulle’s government re- 
verted automatically to the national 
status operating in 1939, which was 
based on the entire separation of church 
and state, it made an exception in this 


_matter because “it would work undue 


hardships to the schools and students.” 
Critics of the subsidy protest that for 
the first time in thirty-six years Jesuits 
and members of other Catholic orders 
are officially recognized as teachers in 
the public schools, and thereby the 
struggle of centuries against special 
privileges for the church in public edu- 
cation is robbed of its hard-won gains. 
The church is eager for the test of the 
February election. It is counting on the 
signs of a religious revival in France 
occasioned by the war and the occupa- 
tion. The churches are at present filled, 
as they have not been for many years. 
Besides, the church counts on the votes 
of the women, who greatly outnumber 
the men, since more than 3,000,000 men 
are still captives in Germany. On the 
other hand, the church’s aggressive and 
ardent entrance into politics, through 
the Catholic Popular Republican Move- 
ment, is consolidating the opposition. 


A Note of pathos sounds in “An 
Open Christmas Letter” addressed “to 
General Eisenhower and his brave war- 
riors’ by a Belgian father, and pub- 
lished in a Belgian daily just before 
Christmas. Its simplicity is eloquent, 
but will be the more appreciated against 
the largess generously distributed by 
the American soldiers who shared their 
ration kits with the undernourished 
Belgian children. Says the letter: “We 
are anguished at the thought that you 
may return home thinking of our chil- 
dren as beggars. For almost four years, 
when they asked us for everything that 
childhood dotes on, we have had to tell 
them ‘later.’ When they asked us more 
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precisely when this ‘later’ was coming, 
we told them: ‘After the war ends.’ 
When they wanted to know when the 
war would end, we could say only: 
‘When the Americans come. That is 
why all of them go out to you in full 
confidence, as if to Father Noel—be- 
cause Father Noel never regarded 
them as beggars.” Just to highlight this 
a little, attention should be called to a 
striking photo-illustration in News 
From Belgium (December 16, 1944), 
which depicts a band of eager-faced 
Belgian children trying to show grat- 
itude for their recent liberation by of- 
fering some of their own cherished toys 
for British children who might be short 
of playthings for Christmas. 


The Realm of fiber-glass is steadily 
expanding. We have known for some 
time of its use as an insulating material 
of a superior kind. Its use for re- 
frigerating cells has extended to the 
insulation of houses—for coolness in 
summer and warmth in winter. Like- 
wise, its use has been promoted for the 
conservation of coal and oil in these 
priority times. Our soldier boys in the 
Arctic regions have been kept more 
comfortable by the use of fiber-glass in 
their shelters, where the procurement 
of heating materials is both costly and 
difficult. It has been discovered that 
fuel can be conserved in their Arctic 
cantonments at a ratio of ten tons for 
each 200 pounds of fiber-glass used in 
insulation. In these shelters the fiber- 
glass insulates the floors as well as the 
walls. But this interesting commodity 
is now active in a new world—surgery. 
Internal wounds are now being suc- 
cessfully sewed with fiber-glass instead 
of silk, and with superior results. The 
glass thread is composed of 204 ex- 
tremely fine filaments woven into a 
tube, which even in that form is so fine 
that 27 miles of it weigh only one 
pound. Wounds sewed with this thread 
heal without any puffiness and little or 
no swelling. 
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PRESIDENT FRY'S PUBLIC INDUCTION 


ULCA Secretary W. H. GREEVER Conducts Rite in Holy Trinity 
Church, New York; Pastor PAUL SCHERER and Members of the 


Executive Board Assisting 


Im the Ac? of Induction 


Tse historic lturgical resources of 
the Lutheran Church were impressively 
in evidence January 10 when the 
ULCA's second president was formally 
inducted into office. The place was a 
church in the city where the ULCA 
was formed in 1918 Its present pastor 
and liturgist at this service was Dr. 

aul E. Scherer, widely known radio 
preacher, and-the son of the late Dr. 
M. G. G. Scherer, first secretary of the 
general body. The organist and choir 
director is Harry Seibert, Mus D. Un- 
der his leadership at the organ the large! 
congregation's participation in the serv- 
ice was significantly evangelical. 

The clergymen in the chancel, in ad- 
dition to Seeretary Greever and Pastor 
Scherer, were Dr. Paul H. Krauss of 
Fort Wayne. Ind.. who preached the 
sermon; and Dr. Henry H. Bagger of 


Lancaster, Pa., who presented Dr. Fry 
for induction and read from the Minutes 
of the 1944 Convention of the United 
Lutheran Church in America the record 
of Dr. Fry's election. Dr. F. H. Knubel, 
because of his ill health, was unable to 
officiate. His regrets and his good wishes 
were sent by letter and were read by 
Dr. Greever. Dr. Fry pronounced the 
Benediction from before the altar. All 
the clergymen were garbed in cassock, 
surplice and stole, which are the vest- 
ments regularly in use in Holy Trinity 
Church. 

The introductory liturgy was that of 
our Vesper Service with Psalm 145 said 
responsively. Dr. Scherer read from 
St. John’s Gospel, Chapter 10: 1-15, the 
familiar “Good Shepherd™ scripture for 
the Second Sunday after Easter. 

The choir's contribution to the serv- 
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ice was a beautiful rendition of “The 
Lord Is My Light,” by Horatio Parker. 
The congregation sang to its choral 
melody Luther's dramatic prayer hymn, 
“Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy Word.” 
The Order for the Induction of a Pres- 
ident was then used by Secretary 
Greever. The scriptural basis of this 
rite is taken chiefly from Paul's letter 


_to Timothy. 


Two questions follow, one addressed 
to the president, the other to the con- 
stituency that has chosen him. Thereby 
the president promises to administer his 
office “to the glory of God, to the ad- 
vancement of His Kingdom, in fidelity 
to the constitution of this body and in 
charity to your Brethren.” The Breth- 
ren respond with a reciprocal pledge, 
“To know them who labor among us 
and who are over us in the Lord and 
admonish us; and to esteem them very 
highly for their works’ sake.” Articula- 
tion with the entire arrangement for 
administration is then promised by the 
response, “Yes, by the help of God.” 
The paragraph continues with the 
agreement, “Tio receive him and show 
him the honor and obedience in the 
Lord due to a shepherd and guide 
placed over you by the Lord Jesus, the 
chief Shepherd and Bishop of our 
so »” 

The tremendous extent of the above 
promises startles a reader, if they are 
detached from their setting. The mu- 
tually accepted limitations were aptly 
presented by Dr. Paul H. Krauss in 
his discourse of induction, for which 
he chose the theme, “The On-going 


_ Strength of the Church.” Tae LurHERAN 


is happy to bring this sermon as 
preached by Dr. Krauss to its readers. 


The Sermon 


Il Tim. 1: 7. “For God hath not given 
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
love and discipline.” 

WE are gathered here this evening to 
install a new president of the Church, 
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a new leader of that integral part of the 
one Holy Catholic Church throughout 
all the wotld which is called the United 
Lutheran Church in America. 

Ever since its organization over 
twenty-five years ago, one man has 
been its president, Frederick H. Knubel. 
Wisely, devotedly, with statesmanship 
and courage, he has led the Church 
into a new unity and power and vision. 
American Lutherans, World Lutheran- 
ism, and all Evangelical Christianity are 
in his debt and hold him in honor. We 
of the United Lutheran Church who 
know him best, tonight express to him 
our undying gratitude and affection. 

Now the Church has called into this 
episcopal succession a new leader, 
Franklin Clark Fry. We rejoice in the 
rich promise of his leadership and in 
the prospect of labor with him in the 
service of Christ and of His Church. 
For him- we will raise our continuing 
prayers, and to him we pledge the de- 
votion of our head and heart and hands 
in the service of Christ’s Kingdom. 

Although the leadership changes, the 
Church goes on. What is the secret of 
its on-going strength? I want to think 
with you about that thought: “The On- 
going Strength of the Church.” Let me 
give the answer for us in these words: 

“For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and love and dis- 
cipline.” IL Tim. 1: 7. 

They were written long ago to the 
young leader of the Church facing a 
world startlingly like ours. In the first 
chapter of II Timothy, the Apostle Paul 
tenderly, winsomely, reminds Timothy 
of his sainted forebears; his holy call- 
ing by Divine Purpose and Grace; his 
ordination by the gift of God that was 
in him; all made manifest in that Sav- 
iour, Jesus Christ, Who knows no de- 
feat, not even in death—only life, im- 
mortal and triumphant. Then, in the 
very middle of that mosaic of grace and 
blessing he interprets, almost paren- 
thetically, this glowing summary of the 
forces that make the strength of the 
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Church, a reminder of three supreme 
gifts, not fear, but power and love and 
discipline. They were the strength of 
the Church then; they are the on-going 
strength of the Church today. 

Let us note, first of all, with rejoicing, 
“Not the Spirit of Fear!” The world 
tonight is in the grip of fear, com- 
pounded of heartache, bewilderment, 
pain, the hopeless sense of betrayal by 
the false gods in whom we moderns 
trusted—the horses and chariots, the 
dynamos and super-chargers, the 
schemes and gadgets of man’s material 
cleverness. Civilization has now come 
full circle around to what a modern 
poet desolately describes as “the hour 
of wordless longing,” when man “with- 
out home, orphaned, alone, impotent, 
sees and knows a fatal heritage.” 

We know no such fear tonight. The 
Apostle Paul knew no such fear. All 
fear in him was expelled by an indwell- 
ing of power. The opposite of fear is 
faith. It was the power of his faith, in- 
spired by love and controlled by dis- 
cipline, which made that handicapped, 
persecuted tent-maker of Tarsus so 
mighty a force in the fashioning of the 
infant church that “all the Christian 
centuries stand at salute as he passes 
by.” Faith, love, disciplime—these were 
his strength. These were to be Tim- 
othy’s strength; these still constitute 
the on-going strength of the Church. 


A Great Faith 

First and foremost, the strength of 
the Church is the power of a great faith, 
a faith which brings God back into the 
center of life, which reassures men that 
life has a meaning, and that the mean- 
ing is good; that he is not orphaned and 
alone, but has an eternal value and a 
destiny God has set him to fulfill. AsI 
think of the midnight mood of our be- 
wildered world, there echo in my heart 
and mind like the sound of trumpets 
in the morning the affirmations of the 
“faith once delivered to the saints,” 
faith in the Father-God, revealed in 
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Christ Jesus our Lord and Saviour, 
“God of God, Light of Light, Very 
God of Very God, begotten, not made, 
who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, and was In- 
carnate by the Holy Ghost of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and was made man”: moving. 
in human form across the crowded 
ways of life, bringing not only ideals. 
but peace within and salvation; work- 
ing through the power of a mighty 
Spirit by Word and Sacrament—incar- 
nate, incorporated and extended through. 
the ages by an Eternal Fellowship 
called the Church. 

That faith is the only power which 
can save the world from utter despair. 
By what right do I make so bold an 
affirmation? Well, what do men want 
today? Peace? Their hearts are sick 
for peace, and brotherhood and security, 
for the vision of a day when men can 
“dwell under their own vine and fig 
tree with no one to make them afraid.” 
What can bring it? Nothing, a mount- 
ing chorus of despairing cynicism cries! 
“Can we create a true unity in Europe?” 
asks Anthony Eden in a great speech- 
recently delivered. “Can we set before- 
it a common aim of service? Can we 
inspire it with common ideals of free- 
dom, toleration, mercy? That is what 
must be!” But how? That is the ques- 
tion. And I remember that that is the 
program and the power and the pur- 
pose of Jesus and His Church! 

What troubles men today? The hates 
and fears which smoulder and hiss be- 
tween the black man and white, be- 
tween employer and employee, the ris- 
ing tides of race rivalry and class com- 
petition. What power can prevent 
catastrophe in those areas of growing 
tension? We know of a Name, and a 
Power, and a Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus 
in the hearts of men; the power of 
Faith in His Love. 

By its chastening the anid is being 
made ready for some kind of Saviour. 
It knows at last that material achieve- 
ments are not enough. It perceives, 
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perhaps dimly, but the light begins to 
break, that “scientism” and secularism 
and humanism are not enough. We are 
not enough! Our age has sung the thin 
boasting of “Invictus”: 
“Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods there be 

For my inconquerable soul— 

I am the master of my fate, 

I am the captain of my soul.” 
Well, let’s be truly scientific; we know 
it isn’t so! We know it isn’t so, as we 
hear the tramp of conscripted marching 
men, the crash of bombs, the grieving 
of the desolate—and tremble in a world 
that’s gotten completely out of hand. 
It is time to cry 

“T am the master of my choice 

Christ is the Captain of my soul!” 

He is the Saviour their souls need! 

It should exalt our souls and make 
us ready as strong men to run a race 
to know that what the world most 
wants the Church has the power to sup- 
ply. But the Christian Church must be 
sure to have that power. The skeptic 
with some justice may observe that 

“After nineteen hundred years of Mass 

We've come as far as poison gas.” 

Why has that been so? Because in 
part the Church lost faith; because it 
has temporized with the world, and 
sold out the life-giving convictions of a 
great faith for the pottage of the ap- 
proval of so-called modern thought. 

Present-day liberal Christianity is 
weak because it too often does not 
know what it believes. That is a sober- 
ing letter by Chaplain Joseph T. Riley 
published in the latest Christian Cen- 
tury: “Men of the army are frankly 
critical of the sincerity of conviction 
and vitality of the Protestant faith... . 
The Strength and power of the Roman 
Church are simply a result of the weak- 
ness and division of the Protestant faith. 
... Our young men have a distressing 
lack of knowledge concerning the most 
fundamental religious teachings.” We 
need a new, clear-ringing proclamation 
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of the plain fundamentals of the Chris- 
tian faith, around which perplexed, be- 
wildered, questioning Christians can 
everywhere rally. This is a task for the 
Church of the Reformation! 


Uniquely Fitted 

The Lutheran Church, by its heritage, 
its tradition, its world character and 
loyalty to Christ, is uniquely fitted for 
this work of a-Twentieth Century Ref- 
ormation. It has kept the faith. Let us 
proclaim it with new and compelling 
power. We must begin from within. 
Let the Lutherans of America, strong 
in a common faith, find power in a 
closer fellowship. Let the United Lu- 
theran Church in America bring help 
and strength to World Lutheranism, to 
those older mother churches of Lu- 
theranism in other lands which need 
our help so much, and are looking to 
their spiritual brethren in America for 
religious as well as economic and po- 
litical leadership. And there is, greater 
yet, a World Community of true evan- 
gelical Christians, to whom we have 
something to give and from whom we 
have much to gain. Let us work with 
them. We have gone as far down the 
road of division and individualism as 
we dare go. The time has come for 
synthesis. The increasing aggression of 
the Church of Rome requires it. 

The pressure of Ecclesiastical Fascism 
threatens the very freedoms for which 
we stand and the faith by which alone 
the soul of man can live and breathe. 

The time has come for a rallying of 
the scattered forces of free, Evangelical 
Christianity into co-operation and 
unity, by the Church of the Reforma- 
tion. 

The hope of enduring peace requires 
that men everywhere today recognize 
the need for a family of nations—but 
it is a futile hope unless there is a fam- 
ily of God within the nations. Let us of 
the United Lutheran Church help to 
fashion that family of God within the 
nations. It must be born of faith. We 


can only unite the family of God 
around faith in Christ. But we can’t 
lead in a vacuum. God has given us the 
Spirit of Power to help lead Lutheran- 
ism and the whole free evangelical fel- 
lowship of Christians throughout the 
world into that new day. 

Tonight, my dear brother, you are 
“compassed about with a great cloud of 
witnesses,” who look on you with love 
and encouragement and hope. “All the 
saints salute you.” The Church will go 
on, in the power of that faith. Remem- 
ber the words of our Lord Jesus, “Be 
not afraid, only believe!” 


The Power of Love 

“God hath not given us the Spirit of 
Fear, but of Love,” the second great 
gift, without which all else is vain. Love 
is the warm beating heart of our 
strength, born of faith. 


“The night has a thousand eyes, 
And the day but one; 

Yet the light of the bright world dies 
With the setting sun. 


“The mind has a thousand eyes, 
And the heart but one; 

Yet the light of a whole life dies 
When love is done.” 


We love because our God is love, 
Who “hath laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren.” Our Supreme Lord took 
upon Him the form of a servant. True 
rulership depends on how well one 
serves! Christ’s love in us will be the 
real test of our success. “By this shall 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 


ye have love one to another.” There - 


will be the temptation, in the pressure 
of administration and the business of) 
managing machinery, to put the institu- 
tion before the individual. It is fatal to 
Christ. Churches have died of that. It 
is the temptation of Ecclesiastical Fas- 
cism. It is the peculiar evil of the 
Church of Rome. When the preserva- 
tion of vested interests and the main- 
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tenance of an institution come before 
freedom and opportunity and blessing 
to the souls of individual men, then 
love is lost, and God has departed, no 
matter what the pomp and splendor of 
the institution may be. Where that 
spirit prevails the institution is as false 
to Christ as was the Ecclesiastical Hier- 
archy which crucified Him in the days ~ 
of His flesh. The heart and center of © 
our work will be for souls, individuals, — 
people—and their salvation, by the love 
of Christ as it dwells in us. In His 
Kingdom of Love the highest value is — 
not power, but persons. Any Church © 
which has had long hold over any peo- ~ 
ple and keeps them pauperized, servile - 
or hopeless, is not the true Church! It 
has been false to the spirit of love. 
“Blessings abound where’er He reigns, 
The prisoner leaps to loose his chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all the sons of want are blest.” 


The Power of Discipline. 

The third gift is the Spirit of Dis- 
cipline, or “the spirit of a sound mind” 
as the King James version has it. It 
means marshaling all the faculties of 
mind and body and soul into ordered 
and effective obedience to Christ. The 
Church has been too prone to substitute 
emotion and sentiment and, God forgive 
us, personal ambition for complete obe- 
dience and consecration. Our young’ 
men in the army have learned the 
meaning and power of discipline and 
obedience. Shall we do less for the 
Army of the Lord in this day of the 
Lord at hand? I think of David Liv- 
ingstone, racked by pain, weakened by 
disease, under pitiless, pelting rains, 
struggling through swamps, attacked 
by fever, yet writing in his diary, 
“Nothing, nothing earthly, will make me 
give up my work in despair. I encour- 
age myself in the Lord and go forward.” 
What made him great? A great faith, 
surely. A great love, yes. And as a 
corollary, a great obedience and con- 
secration. The saints, the prophets, the 
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great servants of the Church “climbed 
the steep ascent of heaven, through 
peril, toil and pain.” And climbing takes 
discipline. 


Our Greatest Need 

I wonder whether this Spirit of dis- 
cipline and loving obedience isn’t our 
greatest need? We talk about our faith, 
and we have it, but it won’t count—and 
it hasn’t counted as I compare our po- 
tential strength and wealth with our 
results—unless and until we pour it 
out in perfect obedience and real sac- 
rifice, “unto Him that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in His own 
Blood.” He Who saves will give you 
strength. How? “Abide in me and I 
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine, no 
_ more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
_ With Christ, then, Who said, “For their 
sakes I sanctify myself,” ye will learn 
consecration and obedience. With 
Christ, Who said, “My faith worketh 
hitherto and I work”—and bearing His 
cross went forth—we will believe and 
labor and love in His Church, for the 
redemption of His troubled world. “For 
God hath not given us the Spirit of fear, 
but of power, and love and discipline.” 
Thereby we go forward confidently. 


What Would You Have Done? 


By MARY H. BEVERLEY 


Ir I had stood among the crowd 
And touched His garment’s hem, 
Would He have looked upon my face 

As once He looked on them? 


Would I have felt the burden’s lift? 
The cleansing of the heart? 

Would I have coldly turned away? 
With empty soul depart? 


If I had met Him on the Way 
With wounded head bowed low, 
Would I have thought it was a shame 
That men should treat Him so? 


Would I have joined the jeering throng 
That shouted, “Crucify!” 

Would I have raised my voice that day 
And echoed, “He must die”? 


I do not think I would have said 
In Peter’s anguished tone, 

“T do not know that broken man,” 
And left Him there—alone. 


Like Peter when he later cried 
On humbly bended knee, 


I would have wept, “Thou knowest Lord, 


Thou knowest I love Thee.” 
Washington, D. C. 
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Reported by Sec'y M. EDWIN THOMAS 


THE United Lutheran Church in America sends the Gos- 
pel to two South American countries. One, Argentina, is 
located in the southernmost part of the continent; the 
other, British Guiana, is located in the northern part. The 
former is a republic; the latter is a colony, a part of the 
British Empire. As the two countries are so widely sep- 
arated geographically and in many other respects, in this 
article we will deal with them separately. In fact, the 
countries in South America do not appreciate being 
lumped into one whole any more than we enjoy being 
called North Americans by the nations of the world. 


ARGENTINA 

During the month of October 1944, our Church in the 
Argentine celebrated its twenty-fifth birthday. Special 
services, rallies and convocations signally marked the 
event. The Board of Foreign Missions and the Women’s 
Missionary Society each sent a representative for this 
occasion. é 

Now that this anniversary is a matter of history, we 
have been busy recently making our plans for the days 
that lie ahead. These plans call for 
® More missionaries. Up to the present, our work has 
been chiefly in Buenos Aires, its environs, and in the 
Eldorado colony, located in the northern part of the 
Argentine, near Brazil and Paraguay. We wish now to 
extend the church into other provinces of the Republic. 
The two centers where we have carried on work are sep- 
arated by more than 700 miles. Between these two ex-. 
tremes are several large cities, the capitals of provinces. 
Plans are being made to open work in these centers. To 
do this more missionaries are required. Our Board has 
made an excellent beginning by calling three young mis- 
sionaries who hope to leave shortly for the Argentine. It 
is the intention of our Board to continue to send at least 
two missionaries a year until each of the fourteen prov- 
inces is supplied with at least one missionary. 
® More equipment. It is the aim of our Board to assist 
in supplying necessary physical equipment in each center. 
To make the work effective, there should be a modest 
church building, a parsonage, and a school building for 
primary grades. The Board plans to provide these just 


- as rapidly as the progress of the work justifies such ex- 


penditures. Then, too, three or more of the congregations 
already established are in need of such equipment. One- 
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fourth of the cost is provided, according 
to the present rule, by the congregation. 
@ Opening of a Bible Training School 
and later a Seminary. The missionaries 
who go from our land will find the 
work most difficult, and at times dis- 
couraging, unless they have trained na- 
tionals to work with them. Then, too, 
helpers are required when the time 
/comes for projecting the church into 
surrounding towns and villages from 
the provincial centers. It is our obser- 
vation that such opportunities are 
awaiting the coming of the trained 
Bible school graduates. 
®@ The establishment of Homes for the 
Aged and Infirm. Hitherto homes have 
been maintained on a rather limited 
scale. Now a new site has been pur- 
chased with sufficient land for the erec- 
tion of at least twenty buildings. Funds 
for the erection of the first three build- 
ings at from $4,000 to $5,000 each have 
been secured locally. Additional funds 
and buildings are urgently needed. 
The erection of one of the buildings 
would make a worthy memorial to a 
departed loved one. The plan calls for 
a plant which when completed will be 


of sufficient size to care for 150 aged 
and infirm persons from our and sister 
Lutheran churches. 

Some of us may not live to see it; but 
in another twenty-five years much 
progress should be made in our 
Church’s work in the Argentine. 


BRITISH GUIANA 

In 1943, Ebenezer, the oldest congre- 
gation in the colony, celebrated its two 
hundredth anniversary. This work was 
established by 
Lutherans from 
Holland. For 
more than 190 
years there was 
not a great deal 
of progress. 
However, in the 
last decade our 
Church’s work 
has taken on 
new life. This 
awakening really 
began when two 
young East In- 
dian Lutherans 
returned to Brit- 


Rev. Wallace J. Wolff 
to be commissioned as 
a missionary to British 
Guiana 


Youth Rally at San Miguel, Argentina 
January 24, 1945 


Procession at the Rededication of Ebenezer Church, New Amsterdam, British Guiana 


ish Guiana after years of college and 
seminary training in the United States. 
Today, there are thirty-two congrega- 
tions and preaching places, and the end 
is not yet. We can confidently say this 
because there are many unevangelized 
East Indians living in the colony whom 
our churches have not reached. 

® So the first step in our forward look 
is the sending to the United States of 
additional promising young men to be 
educated for the gospel ministry. One 
is now here, and more are to follow. 
@ The second step is the opening of a 
High School in a section of the colony 
where there is great need. The Church 
of England and the Church of Scotland 
maintain primary schools in this area, 
but there is no high school of any 
standing nearer than New Amsterdam, 
which is forty miles away. Here on the 
Corentyne Coast reside many East In-~ 
dians who are as yet unchurched. As 
rapidly as workers are available, it is 
the Church’s plan to establish congre- 
gations. 

®@ The third forward-looking step is to 
assist in providing many of our congre- 
gations with proper church buildings. 
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The Board has voted to appropriate 
more than $100,000 for this cause as 
rapidly as funds are made available. 
Your writer was much impressed with 
the good buildings of other denomina- 
tions when he visited British Guiana in 
November 1944. Recently our Board 
purchased a fine site in the heart of the 
capital city, Georgetown. It now has 
two buildings, a parsonage and an or- 
dinary-looking school building, which 
houses almost 200 high school students. 
But there is no church building. The 
congregation, which is less than two 
years old, is growing nicely. In a city 
where the largest frame church in 
South America is located (this belongs 
to the Church of England) we hope 
shortly to see a Lutheran church of no 
mean proportions. The Christians in 
this colony will contribute at least 25 
percent of the cost of the churches. 

In conclusion let me bring to you a 
brief pen picture of a scene which 
greeted my eyes when in British 
Guiana. 

We were returning by car from Skel- 
don to New Amsterdam. Night had 

(Continued on page 21) 
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WASHINGTON 


By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 
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UNION STATION 


THE newspapers carried interesting 
stories about the closing of the Union 
Station Saturday evening before Christ- 
mas. What a night! Here are some 
doings perhaps your papers didn’t tell. 
There were people holding pullman 
tickets who couldn’t get through the 
crowds to claim their reservations. First 
aiders worked overtime reviving people 
knocked out in the mob. Extra cops 
were called in. Some travelers were 
let through the gates before trains 
pulled in, trying to ease the jam in the 
big concourse. Almost a ton of articles, 
including coats, pocketbooks and lug- 
gage, was picked up after the crush. A 
couple of children were swept away 
from their parents in the melee and 
turned up on trains a couple states 
apart, to be rescued by Travelers’ Aid. 


DECONSECRATION 

Episcopat Bishop Angus Dun stood in 
his vestments in the cold and silent St. 
Paul’s Church and declared, “All ef- 
forts to save this church for the service 
of the Lord have failed. It is, therefore, 
deconsecrated.” For more than seventy- 
five years it has stood on 23d Street 
below Washington Circle. It has been 
condemned by the government for a 
hospital to be operated by George 
Washington University. Determined 
steps were taken to save it, but to no 
avail. This page, like everybody else 
interested, bows respectfully to the 
ruling of the Court, for this town is 
short on hospitals. However, we have 
never been persuaded that this is the 
best or only place to build a hospital, 
except for the convenience of George 
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Washington University. The university 
has no church affiliation but, quite ob- 
viously, considerable power. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Accorpine to Philip Widenhouse, of 
the Survey and Research Department 
of the Federation of Churches, Wash- 
ington Protestant Sunday schools may 
be extinct in thirty years unless they 
change their ways. Varied statistics 
given by Mr. Widenhouse point his 
judgment. The local population has 
increased 34 percent in four years, 
while church attendance has increased 
only 11 percent. Last year there were 
558,000 persons here who are not mem- 
bers of District churches. About 220,000 
of these hold membership in churches 
back home. Nine centrally located 
churches in a recent sample test re- 
vealed 44 percent membership attend- 
ance and 56 percent visitors on Sunday 
mornings. However, the big statistic 
figures relate to Sunday schools. Local 
church attendance increased 36,000 
since 1940, but Sunday school attend- 
ance fell off 10,000. 


THE LUTHERANS 

The Rev. Dr. Oscar W. Carlson of the 
Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church, addressed the Lu- 
theran Laymen’s Fellowship this 
month, spent the day in personal con- 
ferences, and led a group of pastors and 
laymen in the evening at the Federa- 
tion of Churches. . . . A Pre-Lenten 
School of Devotion is set for February 
7, with Dr. Harry F. Baughman of Get- 
tysburg Seminary, as guest speaker and 
Pastor L. Ralph Tabor as leader. 
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MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


PRE-LENTEN ERRAND—Mrs. Lathrop has an Unpleasant Encounter 


Ir only I hadn’t been quite so kind 
hearted, I never would have met the 
woman in the first place. 

Jerry didn’t really ask me to stop at 
the printer’s to pick up those cards the 
Evangelism Committee needed for their 
meeting. He didn’t even hint openly. 
He just pulled a long list out of his 
pocket, shook his head and sighed. 

I bit. “Something have you worried?” 

“Nothing unusual. Just wondering 
how I’m going to get through this list 
of things I’ve mapped out for myself 
today.” He shook his head. He laughed 
ruefully. “I’ve quite a list of non-com- 
muning members to see before this 
Lenten Communion. Some of them 
can’t come, I know—but there are some 
others here who just need to be re- 
minded. The committee has been fine 
about helping to visit, but there are 
others I must see myself. I just must 
give tomorrow to my sermon, so what- 
ever I do must be done today or go over 
till next week or the week after. So 
I’ve picked out about a fifth of the list 
for this afternoon.” 

“You can make the calls brief, can’t 
you?” 

“Oh, yes. They are places I’ve already 
called this year. I’ll make this short 
and to the point. The hospital calls will 
be brief, too.” 

“You mean you have to go to the 
hospital this afternoon?” 

“And stop down on Main Street at 
the print shop for the cards the Evan- 
gelism Committee are going to take out 
with them next week.” 

“Can’t they go till next week then?” 


“The meeting is tonight, and I’d like ’ 


the committee to have all the material 
so that if they do have a chance to get 
something done over the week-end, 
they won’t be held up by not having 


the cards. Oh, I'll get through some- 
how.” 

“But it’s more than is humanly pos- 
sible for one afternoon. Can’t I at least 
get the cards? They aren’t heavy, are 
they?” 

“Would you? That would help a lot. 
No, they aren’t a bit heavy. I just hate 
to take the time to get them. You know 
how it is once I get on Main Street. I 
meet a dozen people, and each one has 
something to tell me that I really want 
to take time to hear, and my afternoon 
is shot. Now I know why I married 
you!” 

“And I’m beginning to suspect! Dash 
along, or you won’t get home today.” 

I skimmed through the rest of my 


_work in nothing flat.: To tell the truth, 


I was glad for an excuse to walk. The 
calendar assured me the balmy skies 
overhead were playing a joke on us; 
but it would do no harm to pretend 
that spring was just around the corner. 

The super-market next to the print 
shop was nearly empty as I passed. I 
decided that a bag of groceries in the 
hand was worth a flock of cards that 
would wait for me. I retraced my steps, 
feeling well pleased with my own wit. 

Luck was with me. My favorite 
butcher was free and ready to discuss 
this point situation. He was able to 
provide me with the beginning of a 
good menu for the week-end that suited 
both my points and pocketbook. We 
beamed at each other as he handed me 
my cashier’s slip. 

Some of the left-over smile was still 
on my face when I met Mrs. Trent at 
the counter. She had a double basket- 
load to be checked. We’d have quite a 
wait. We might as well be pleasant 
about it. 

We chatted of impersonal things un- 
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til the checker had finished the order. 
Mrs. Trent took her bundle and started 
on, Then impulsively she turned back. 

“Can’t I take you home, Mrs. 
Lathrop? I’ve the car today and I'll be 
glad to drop you off.” 

“That’s very nice; but I have an er- 
rand for my husband, so you’d better 
not wait for me.” 

“That’s all right. I’m in no hurry. 
Can I take you there?” 

_ “It’s right next door. But I don’t like 
to have you wait for me.” 

“Nonsense. I’ve nothing important 
to do.” 

She talked down my protestations, 
and I let her. Together we walked out 
to her car and stored our bundles in 
the back seat. 

“Take your time,” she called after 
me. I waved back at her and hurried 
on. 

The cards were ready, and I was back 
at the car in a jiffy. It really was a 
relief to settle back and relax. I’d had 
a fairly busy morning before I let my- 
self in for running my husband’s er- 
rands. 

Mrs. Trent shifted gears smoothly 
and made a “U” turn around the town 
traffic light. 

“TI do feel so sorry for Mrs. Gerber,” 
she said. 

I jumped. Then I realized that she 
must be referring to the loss of Sarah’s 
baby earlier in the winter. 

“It was too bad about the baby, 
wasn’t it?” 

For a minute I thought something 
new had happened. 

“Oh, yes, the baby, of course. I sup- 
‘pose that is what started Sarah off. 
There must be some explanation when 
a girl suddenly goes haywire. She 
never seemed like the type—although 
you never can tell, can you?” She 
laughed slyly. 

‘Ym afraid I don’t know what you 
mean. I am very fond of Mrs. Gerber 
and Sarah. If they have had some new 
trouble that I haven’t heard about, per- 
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haps you’d better tell me.” 

“Am I letting the cat out of the bag? 
I thought of course you knew. Every- 
one else in town knows about it. I 
thought the preacher’s wife would be 
one of the first to hear the gossip.” 

“This particular preacher’s wife— 
and I’m sure there are many like me— 
is much too busy to listen to gossip, 
unless there is something I can do 
about it.” f 

“Oh, then, maybe I shouldn’t have 
spoken. I supposed you’d know all 
about it. I’m not one to spread tales, 
so if you don’t know, just forget I said 
anything.” 

I tried to defrost my voice; but ’'m 
afraid the effort wasn’t much of a suc- 
cess. “I’ll be glad to forgive it, if you’ll 
try to forget whatever you have heard 
that is unfriendly to Sarah. She’s in a 
very difficult situation. She’s lost her 
baby. Her husband is on the other side 
of the world. She’s trying to keep going 
and fill her time with this job in the 
city. Apparently she’s doing well with 
her work, too. At any rate, whatever 
you may hear about her, I’d like you to 
know that I think she is one of the 
bravest and loveliest girls I have ever 
known.” 

The car had grown suddenly unbear- 
able. I realized that we were several 
blocks out of our way. Apparently my 
benefactor had looked forward to a 
leisurely chat—at the expense of my 
friends. We were passing Mrs. French’s 
house. 

“T almost forgot! I must see Mrs. 
French. Would you mind dropping me 
off here? Thank you for the lift.” 

Fortunately, Mrs. French was home. 


' She made me a cup of tea and we chat- 


ted of this and that—mostly of the 
crush our boys have both developed on 
Pegeen Smith. 

Yet the call was not a great success. 
Under all our conversation, I could 


-hear a voice, smooth, insinuating, “I 


feel so sorry—. She never seemed like 
the type—. You never can tell.” 
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Germane to Church and State 


Joint Committee on Religious Liberty, O. FREDERICK NOLDE, Chairman, 


Released Statement for Consideration 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


PROMINENT among the issues of world 
order is the need to create conditions 
favorable to the exercise of human 
rights. In recognition of this need, lead- 
ers in government are emphasizing 
man’s freedoms both as general slogans 
and as pledges under particular condi- 
tions. The Four Freedoms set as a goal 
to be sought for all men: freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, freedom 
from want, and freedom from fear. The 
Moscow Declaration regarding Italy 
guarantees freedom of speech, of re- 
ligious worship, of political belief, of 
press and of public meeting. 

Agencies other than those affiliated 
with the churches are pursuing two 
general lines of procedure in their ef- 
fort to promote human rights. First, 
they are seeking to identify the rights 
which men ought to be able to exercise, 
and to set forth the factors involved in 
those rights. An illustration may be 
found in a report of the American Law 
Institute, entitled, Statement of Essen- 
tial Human Rights. Second, they are 
seeking to fashion an organization 
through which the exercise of human 
rights may be enabled. For example, 
the Fourth Report, Part III, of the 
Commission to Study the Organization 
of Peace, entitled International Safe- 
guard of Human Rights, moves toward 
this end. 


CHRISTIAN CONCERN ABOUT 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

Religious liberty is affected, and in 
turn affects, all other human rights. 
Unless man can move and speak and 
act in accordance with the dictates of 
of his conscience, limited only by the 
well-being of his neighbor, he has no 
freedom. Religious liberty, that is, 


freedom to believe and to live accord- 
ing to conscience, holds a primary place 
among all human rights. 

Four motives should prompt study 
and level-headed activity toward the 
end that religious freedom in its proper 
relations to all human rights may be 
preserved and extended. 


@ There are inalienable rights of man. 
As the world comes to be more closely 
knit together, our sympathies are 
sharpened with those who are in suf- 
fering or distress of any kind, wherever 
they may be. We cannot rest satisfied 
so long as our brothers—brothers in 
faith or brothers in humanity—are de- 
nied rights which the dignity of man 
as the highest of God’s creatures pre- 
scribes. Because we ‘believe in man’s 
inalienable rights, we seek to promote 
religious liberty. 

e@ A brotherhood of nations, co-operat- 
ing for their mutual well-being and ad- 
vancement, represents a Christian ideal. 
So long as human rights are suppressed, 
conditions favorable to anarchy and 
disorder will prevail. So long as free- 
dom of religion is denied, man’s con- 
science cannot operate adequately in 
criticism or in commendation of na- 
tional and international policies. Be- 
cause we believe in the goal of world 
order and security, we seek to promote 
religious liberty. — 

@ The Christian is commissioned to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
uttermost parts of the world. We rec- 
ognize that this commission can and, if 
there is no other way, must be obeyed 
in face of opposition and persecution. 
We are convinced, however, that among 
the inalienable rights of man is the 
right to hear in order that he may de- 
cide for himself what his response shall 
be. Because we believe that all men 
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should have the opportunity to hear 
and to accept the Gospel, we seek to 
promote religious liberty. 

@ Religious freedom holds a significant 
place in our democratic tradition. We 
cherish that tradition. We seek to fur- 
ther religious liberty in our generation 
and to pass it on to the generations that 
will follow us. Because we believe in 
a democratic way of life, and because 
we humbly desire that the good therein 
be made available to the people of this 
and following generations, we seek to 
promote religious liberty. 


WORK OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 

The Joint Committee was originally 
appointed by the Federal Council of 
Churches and the Foreign Missions 
Conference to study the issues of re- 
ligious liberty in their historical, philo- 
sophical, and contemporaneous impli- 
cations. In carrying out this assign- 
ment, the committee has pursued ex- 
tensive research. It has collaborated 
with Christian leaders in a number of 
foreign countries. Through the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, it will 
publish a detailed report of its findings 
in a five hundred-page book to appear 
February 15, 1945, entitled, Religious 
Liberty: An Inquiry. This book has 
been written by M. Searle Bates, pro- 
fessor of history at Nanking University, 
under the direction of the Joint Com- 
mittee. 

A year ago the parent bodies em- 
powered the committee to study and to 
‘recommend appropriate action in the 
field of religious liberty and to help in 
the promotion of such action as might 
be agreed upon by the parent bodies. 
In carrying out its new assignment the 
committee has followed four lines of 
activity. 1. It has continued its re- 
search, now directed almost exclusively 
to current issues. 2. It has addressed it- 
self, more frequently through action by 
the separate parent bodies, to imme- 
diate and specific problems in our own 
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country and in countries where Prot- 
estant missionary activities are being 
carried on. 3. It is initiating a long- 
range educational program to stimulate 
such action as will further the exercise 
of religious liberty. A first step in this 
program was the preparation of a 
pamphlet Religious Liberty: Meaning 
and Significance for Our Day. This 
pamphlet is intended first of all for per- 
sonal reading by ministers and laymen. 
It may also be used as a basis for a 
brief discussion course in youth and 
adult groups. 4. Further, the Commit- 
tee has concerned itself with the 
broader problems of world order. This 
area of activity has taken on sufficient 
importance to warrant a somewhat 
more lengthy description. 


Forward in South America 
(Continued from page 16) 

fallen. Our driver stopped by a well to 
fill a leaking radiator. We heard some- 
one preaching. Back of us was an 
elderly man. With his long white beard 
he reminded me of a patriarch, possibly 
like Moses or Elias. By the light of a 
pressure gasoline lamp, he was reading 
from the Scriptures to a small group. 
The Rev. Patrick Magalee, who was in 
the car, said, “He is my uncle, my 
mother’s brother. Let us go near.” 

We stood in the shadow until he com- 
pleted his message on the withered fig 
tree. With the fire of a true evangelist 
he brought home to his small, attentive 
audience the truths contained in this 
Scripture passage. He was bringing 
a message with impelling conviction 
and fervor. Greetings and a few words 
of encouragement were exchanged be- 
fore we continued on our journey. As 
we rode away I had a feeling that the 
work is safe, when we have preachers 
such as he. He was not satisfied to con- 
fine his preaching to the small congre- 
gation which assembles each Sunday 
in the little chapel. He felt called to go 
to the unsaved and tell them of Him. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


| WINNING THROUGH 


Read 1 Corinthians 9: 24—10: 5. 

“SMILING through” is a happy expres- 
sion of optimists. Smiles go miles to- 
ward winning in life’s conflicts. But 
it takes more than the subtle winsome- 
ness of a cheerful exterior to win one’s 
way through adverse conditions. Spe- 
cial grace is needed to empower even 
the most favored and talented. To 
“overcome evil with good,” divine help 
is imperative. To win through to the 
end of establishing a lasting peace 
founded on justice and brotherhood, 
inner attitudes must be changed. Amidst 
the world’s ragings, the spiritual war- 
rior stands firm and confidently tes- 
tifies, “In all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him that 
loved us.’ 


I therefore so run, as not uncertainly. 
1 Corinthians 9: 26 

DEFINITENESS OF Purpose. A squirrel 
on a wheel in a cage runs like mad but 
gets nowhere. A child in a turnstile 
circles back to the starting-point just 
for the fun of it. To “go places” in life, 
to get somewhere in spite of time’s 
cycling, definiteness of purpose is 
needed. A worth-while goal should 
beckon. “It is better to look ahead in 
sweat than to look back with regret,” 
is a good motto for the year’s coverage. 
With the athletic fan of apostolic fame 
let us highly resolve, “Forgetting the 
things which are behind, and stretching 
forward to the things which are before, 
I press toward the goal unto the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 


So fight I, as not beating the air. 1 Corin- 
thians 9: 26. 

CoNCRETENESS IN Errort. Shadow- 
boxing may be good exercise to de- 
velop speed and technique, but it takes 
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ORE 


—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


more to win a fight. St. Paul snowed | 
us how to win “the good fight of faith” ” 
by carrying the Christian warfare into 

enemy territory, striking continuously © 
against every Satanic move to down 
him, attacking definitely every form of | 

vice, and fearing not Jewish, Greek, or : 


Roman adversary. To succeed in any | 
line of effort, specific objectives must 


be attacked one by one. This great year 


1945 calls the soldier of the cross to 


quit “beating the air” and to tackle the 
problems, big and little, confronting” 
Christendom. | 


| 
As thy days, so shall thy strength be. i 


Deuteronomy 33: 25. ; 

STRENGTH FOR Eacu Day. In his fare- | 
well blessing, Moses assured the Israel- 
ites that Jehovah would give needed 


strength and help to:the faithful each | 
step into the unknown land of promise. | 
The “strength” promised has also the | 


meaning of 
original. 


“security” in the Hebrew 


today. We do not know what lies ahead, 


but we do have the assurance that God | 


is near and that His “grace is suf- | 
ficient” for each experience, each task. 
a 


God gave us not a spirit of fearfulness; 
but of power and love and discipline. 
2 Timothy 1: 7. 

ForRCEFULNESS OF CHARACTER. “The 
qualities of powerful personality,” said 
someone, “are courage, strength, sym- 
pathy, and sanity.” Fearlessness may 
command homage and give assurance; 
but more robust are the fundamentals of 
power and love and self-control. One 
may be considered “magnetic,” “attrac- 
tive,” “dominating,” but commanding 
personality is beyond description; it is 
invisible and elusive. What should con- 
cern us most is not “how much per- 
sonality” have we, but “how forceful” 
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Future security—social and 
individual—is a primary consideration | 


os 


we are. God can make the most un- 
promising person into one worth while. 
Place yourself under the domination of 
the divine Lord Jesus. Ask Him to help 
make you a re-born soul! 


‘Our fathers . . . were all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 1 Corin- 
thians 10:1, 2. 

TriumMPH THROUGH ApversiTy. Like 


the ancient Israelites in the wilderness, | 


countless thousands are “in the cloud 
and in the sea” these evil days. But 
_ clouds lift their shadows, and seas shift 
| from the path of the pilgrims of faith. 
' The shadowing clouds and engulfing 
seas furnished the water of baptism for 
the followers of Moses, and the waters 
of adversity often become “blessings 
in disguise” for the faithful. The divine 
Moses of our New Dispensation trans- 
forms life’s experiences for them who 
are baptized into His way and into the 
Triune Name. “There is none like unto 
God, O Jeshurun, Who rideth upon the 
heavens for thy help.” 


“Lorp, for tomorrow and its needs 
I do not pray; 

Keep me, my God, from stain of sin, 
Just for today. 


“Let me be slow to do my will, 
Prompt to obey, , 
And keep me, guide me, Lord, 
Just for today.” 


Sunday School Enlistment 
Man 


(Continued from page 2) 


membership approximately 150 percent, 
doubled Sunday school attendance, and 
become self-supporting. Income in the 
congregation grew from $2,000 in 1938 
to $16,000 in 1944, averaging $10,000 
per year. He leaves the congregation 
in splendid condition. His first pastor- 
ate was the home mission congregation 
at Wantagh, L. I., New York. 
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Pastor Avery was educated in the 
public schools of Schenectady, N. Y.; 
Hartwick Seminary, Wittenberg Col- 
lege, A.B., Hamma Divinity School, 
B.D., and did post graduate work at 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary. In con- 
nection with his own education he has 
engaged in teaching in several institu- 
tions. 

In the Michigan Synod Pastor Avery 
has served as secretary for two terms, 
and as chairman of the Committees on 
Stewardship, Publicity, and Constitu- 
tion. He is now a member of the Pub- 
licity Committee of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 

Mr. Avery, in addition to other activ- 
ities, served as a member of Tue Lu- 
THERAN’S News Letter Staff for the 
Michigan Synod. THe LUTHERAN appre- 
ciates the larger work that is being un- 
dertaken, but regrets the discon- 
tinuance of his work with them. He 
and his congregation were mutually 
fond of each other. As a part of the 
manuscript of his final letter he ex- 
pressed his appreciation of his work in 
Detroit, as follows: “I cannot close this 
column without taking this opportunity 
publicly to express my appreciation of 
the congregation I am leaving, Augs- 
burg Church, Detroit. For six years I 
have labored among the most co-opera- 
tive people for whom a pastor could 
hope. They have been years full of 
happiness and joy. And many things 
have been accomplished, not primarily 
through my efforts, but because of the 
profound stewardship consciousness of 
people willing to be led. May they al- 
ways remain as strictly loyal to the 
Lutheran Church as they have been in 
the past, and may there be many more 
congregations like them.” 

Mrs. Avery, formerly Miss Margaret 
Winne of Freeport, N. Y., and their two 
children will accompany Pastor Avery 
to Philadelphia. The church will wel- 
come them into their new position and 
will look forward to the new work as 
it is launched. 
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eros the Dosh 


WE have hearsay information about 
a character living in Indiana, at whose 
funeral a near neighbor contributed the 
solitary commendation in the words, 
“He sure could whistle.” Assuming that 
real melody issues from the lips of the 
performer we suggest that whistling as 
a practice is a solo performance, and 
the whistler is by an endowment of na- 
ture, an isolationist. Furthermore, as 
far as his art is concerned, he is a prim- 
itive, in that he is solely “on his own.” 
He may start whistling to work in the 
cool of the morning. He may follow 
his plough, manage a loom, or, in close 
proximity to fellowmen he may run a 
street car through the traffic, emitting 
melody or near melody as memory and 
emotions combine to dictate. He is at 
once composer, performer, and audi- 
ence. He is, “beyond the peradventure 
of a doubt,” an individualist in his tem- 
perament. 

But so far as we know, this form of 
music has never made much impression 
on society or on human progress. If 
Henry Ford or Thomas A. Edison whis- 
tled while they invented there are no 
evidences of such self-employment in 
the devices of either. We propose for 
the consideration of our readers, that 
individuals acquire high values only as 
they lose themselves in the complex 
activities of our day. The fellow who 
sits by the side of the road and watches 
the world go by, may be self-conscious 
of friendly feelings, but if his tomb- 
stone tells the truth about him it will 
state only that he watched. . ' 

By a peculiar inversion of the teach- 
ings of our Bible, people are prone to 
neglect the duties which they can and 
should perform in the expression of 
their religion. One might justly charge 
them with a kind of smug complacency. 


24 


They seem to take pride in their non- 
participation in the active duties which. 
congregations undertake as commands’ 
of Scripture, of conscience, and in re- 
sponse to the appeals of pastors in their > 
communities. A good many of those 
who ought to know better were typed 
by our Lord, who said of Pharisees and 
Scribes that they “passed by on the 
other side” and left the publican to per- 
form the entire job of relief in adver- - 
sity: 


AN AMERICAN TITLE 


IN company with several hundred | 
other interested Lutherans, we attended 
the service in New York at which the — 
Rev. Franklin C. Fry, D.D., was for- 
mally inducted into the office of Pres- 
ident of the United Lutheran Church © 
in America. Much of the liturgy was — 
fittingly and symbolically ecclesiastical. — 
A major part was directly from the 
Bible. It consisted of portions of Paul’s 
Epistle to Timothy, which, of course, 
establishes an apostolic authority -for 
the office. The vestments had the prec- 
edents of several centuries of Chris- 
tian practice for their use. Hymns hav- 
ing Lutheran approval and the re- 
sponses of the Vesper Service enabled 
the large congregation to participate 
in the induction. 

Inquiry of the Secretary of the ULCA 
who, in the absence of President Knu- 
bel on account of illness, conducted the 
induction, elicited the information that 
the service used is that formulated by 
the Committee on the Common Service 
Book. and duly authorized by the 
Church in convention assembled. It is 
titled “Order for the Induction of a 
President.” It is used with propriety 
by constituent synods for installations 
of their executives and is, therefore, 
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more or less familiar to both clergy- 
men and lay delegates. The major por- 
tion is quoted from Paul’s letter to 
Timothy who had need of his advice. 
The fact, that this “order” is used at 
the induction of the president of our 
general body and by the thirty-two 


a constituent synods thereof for their 


several presidents, and because it is 


} not essentially unlike the formula for 


/ 


installing pastors of congregations, give 
rise logically to the question of distinc- 
tions among our administrative groups 


of believers. Is there the equality of 


jurisdictions among us which might be 
surmised from a superficial examina- 
tion of the enabling questions and their 
answers in the orders of installation? 


No Apostolic Succession 

One assertion can be made without 
fear of contradiction. It is this: The 
hierarchical claim that there are three 
“orders” in the ministry, namely, dea- 
cons, priests, and bishops, is in no re- 
spect recognized as valid by Lutheran- 
ism. Not even in the Scandinavian 
“folk churches” which inherited much 
from pre-Reformation forms of organ- 
ization, are bishops considered to be 
successors of the apostles and deacons 
to be a sub-order of the ministry. We 
deem the words Bishop and Elder as 
they are found in the New Testament 
names for the same office, the first de- 
rived from the synagogs and the sec- 
ond from the organization of municipal 
government in gentile communities. 
The Greek form of the term elder, it 
may be observed, supplies our English 
language with the word “Presbyter”; 
and from an abbreviation of this word, 
the title priest originated. 

It is true that in Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, and in some prov- 
inces of Germany, the title Bishop is 
in use, but the traditions and origins of 
the Lutheran Church in those countries 
do not justify the transfer of the title 
Bishop to the presidents of our synods 
in North America, We have for the 
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United States and Canada the adequate 
basis for our form of organization. We 
demonstrate what has been declared to 
be a custom of our form of Church 
government:—it reflects the civil au- 
thority in the nation of which its mem- 
bers are citizens. 

We do not evaluate that principle at 
this time beyond observing that both 
Church and State have beén exposed to 
difficulties in.the countries where the 
civil authority was permitted “to have 
the last word” in the personnel and 
prerogatives of the Church. In our 
North American way of ecclesiastical 
organization, the apostolic form of au- 
tonomy was restored. The source of all 
authority is vested in the church’s 
membership. Selection of pastors for 
congregations is made by a vote of the 
members. The synods consist of pas- 
tors and lay delegates, who elect their 
officers—presidents among them. And 
by a principle of our national democ- 
racy, the setup of government for our 
association of synods, the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, is such as 
lodges basic authority in the member- 
ship of the churches. They by a process 
of election bestow on their duly chosen 
representatives the authority for the 
election of all personnel of administra- 
tion, the president of the ULCA among 
them. 


Constitutions Define Authority 


It should be observed that neither 
the essential likeness of the orders of 
induction nor their use by all units of 
administration who employ selection by 
election to obtain officers, destroys the 
distinctiveness of activities and preroga- 
tives among the Lutheran institutions 
of administration. Among the obliga- 
tions, which the president of the ULCA 
assumes is the promise that his admin- 
istration of his office shall be in fidelity 
to the constitution of this Body (the 
ULCA) and in charity to your Breth- 
ren (who have chosen him). For each 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Church Leaders Pledge Loyalty 


Inaugural Dinner Demonstrates Unity Plus a Certain Amount of Levity 


WE Lutherans are still plain people. 
There are some among us who would 
like to see the “enthronement” of our 
“archbishop” conducted with splendid 
ceremony. But actually it was about as 
simple as swearing in a new county 
commissioner. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry has no see 
cathedral in his new archdiocese. In 
fact, so far he hasn’t even found a house 
to rent. 

The democratic character of the 
Church’s salute to its new executive 
found full expression in a dinner in his 
honor held January 11 at the Astor 
Hotel. It would be quite necessary for 
Dr. Fry, in his new dignity, to have 
his feet on the ground (and no fence 
between them) to appreciate as he did 
the insouciance of that dinner. 


Keeping in Step 

First of all, there was the delightful 
touch and skilled wit of Dr. Walton H. 
Greever as toastmaster. The dinner was 
not just a greeting to the new president, 
Dr. Greever explained. “It is a pledge 
that we accept your leadership and are 
prepared to follow you, not too far be- 
hind. You needn’t be surprised if a few 
of us get ahead of you now and then.” 

Dr. Frederick R. Knubel spoke as a 
life-long friend of the new president, 
and admitted having been best man at 
the Fry wedding, “which Yonkers 


hasn’t yet been able to forget.” Mrs. 
Fry offered no explanation of the mer- ; 


riment resulting from this reference: 
Dr. Knubel produced an inventory of 
the Fry virtues, as follows: “Those of 
us who were brought up with him have 
confidence in his thorough, evangelical, 
complete Christian faith,” he said. “We 
know he has brains, and his energy is 
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the envy of all of us. We testify also 
to his loyalty and unselfishness.” 

Greetings were brought by Dr. F. R. 
Knubel from his father, Dr. Frederick 
H. Knubel. Although forbidden by his 
physician to attend the gathering, as a 
result of a serious illness which began 
December 11, he was following with 
keen interest and appreciation the 
events of the induction, his son reported. 

The whole United Lutheran Church 
is. thanking God for Franklin Clark 
Fry, stated Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss, 
president of Wittenberg College, in 
speaking for Dr. Fry’s Ohio colleagues. 
“We are glad for such a leader at such 
a time.” 


The Judge Will Contradict 

The keynote informality in the eve- 
ning was materially advanced by Judge 
James Henninger, who spoke for the 
laymen of the church. Noted as a wit, 
the Judge said that when “a wit” is not 
available to enliven an evening’s pro- 
gram, “two half-wits will do just as 
well.” (We might well publish a book 
consisting of the Henninger jests on the 
state of the church, which if collected 
over a period of years would be good 
evidence of the comradery and good 
spirits which distinguish church gather- 
ings in their lighter moments.) The 
Judge pledged his loyal support to the 
new president, but reserves the right 
to contradict him when he feels like it. 
He feels fairly sure that Dr. Fry will 
continue a long time in his new office. 
“You were born in Bethlehem (Penn- 
sylvania),” he said, “and I believe that 
you too will die here in Jerusalem.” 

Judge Henninger referred to Dr. 
Fry’s erstwhile skill in revitalizing ma- 
chinery by an occasional well-placed 
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monkey-wrench, saying there is a dif- 
ference between a man who ties a tin- 
can to a dog’s tail and a man who lights 
a fire under a mule. 

Brief greetings were brought by 
leaders of the Federal Council of 
Churches, Dr. Samuel Cavert and Dr. 
Roswell Barnes. “Dr. Fry’s leadership 
will strengthen the unity of all those 
who share in the heritage of the Refor- 
mation,” said Dr. Cavert. Dr. Barnes 
declared “that Dr. Fry is obviously one 
of the leaders of the church as well as a 
great Lutheran.” The note of participa- 
tion of the Lutheranism of the future 
in the labors of the whole of Christen- 
dom was stressed repeatedly through 
the evening. 


Dr. Fry's Reply 

When the new president arose to 
make the concluding address, he said 
he had at last heard a reasonable ex- 
planation of why he was elected. “Peo- 
ple have become so accustomed to vot- 
ing for Franklin D—,” he said, “that 
when they couldn’t find his name on the 
ballot at Minneapolis, they voted for 
Franklin C—.” 

He called the Astor Hotel gathering 
an “amazing demonstration of unity and 
of the closest bonds of intimacy in the 
Christian faith.” 

There is much wistfulness in the 
world which can be met only with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, he said. Like 
the disciples, we go forth to feed hu- 
manity with only a few loaves of bread, 
marveling at the bounty of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in making it sufficient. 

He spoke particularly of the names 
on the service rolls of our congrega- 
tions. “We in the churches at home must 
be true to them. We can give no less 
than the utmost of our lives. The torch 
of faith which we hold Shall not flicker 
or die down as we await the time when 
our men in distant fields of service shall 
return to put their hands with ours in 
holding it. 

“We remember also our brethren in 
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other lands, who have proved the in- 
exhaustible might of their faith in the 
Lord. We, the favored, owe a debt to 
them, who have stood through fire and 
sword. 

“Christianity must be mature again. 
It must grow. We must be welded to- 
gether with a devotion unsurpassed.” 

Ninety individuals attended the in- 
augural dinner, in the hotel where the 
merger convention of the United Lu- 
theran Church took place in 1918. 
These ninety were officers of the 
Church, members of the executive 
board, offices and staff members of 
some of the synods, boards, and institu- 
tions of the church, as well as the fam- 
ily and a few of the many friends of 
Dr, Fry. Mrs. Franklin F, Fry, mother 
of the new president, Miss Jennie Fry, 
Dr. Fry’s aunt, and Dr. Fry’s wife and 
three children had places at the speak- 
ers’ table. 


Across the Desk 


(Continued from page 25) 
synod and for each congregation there 
is a constitution which determines the 
relationships of members and officers 
to their several areas of service and to 
each other. There are strictly congre- 
gational activities, into which the synod 
and the ULCA cannot properly intrude. 
Synods in accepting membership in the 
ULCA placed limitations on the au- 
thority of the higher body. And the 
constitution of the United Lutheran 
Church specifies what it can do and by 
implications what it cannot do. 

It would be eventually harmful to all 
concerned if the United Lutheran 
Church in America surrendered those 
distinctions of organization which not 
only are native to its field of proclaim- 
ing the Gospel, but which restore to the 
churches the spiritual power with 
which the Holy Spirit endows the com- 
munity of believers. President rather 
than Bishop or Archbishop correctly 
titles this executive office. 
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SCHOO LESSON 


The Realm of Human Troubles “a % Melhor 


The Ministry of Jesus to Individuals Shows Power, Love and Authority 
St. Matthew, Chapters 8 and 9. Sunday School Lesson for February 4 
Ir 1s said of Prophecy that it has two applications: one of these concerns what is 


soon to happen and is near at hand. The first gospel (Genesis 3: 14-15) declares the 
status of the serpent relative to man’s individual enmity. The second message in 
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prophecy deals with a sphere in which the span of time is everlasting and the spread 


of significance is universal. In this second 
application, the serpent stands for evil and 
evil’s prince. The enmity is that which 
springs from God’s curse upon dis- 
obedience. 


The Ministry of Jesus 

The brevity of the New Testament is in 
inverse proportion to the volume of the 
gospel’s applications. Matthew’s experi- 
ences, if he had given expression to them 
in speech and writings, would have re- 
quired volumes to contain the narrative. 
What we have in his gospel could be 
printed in less than half a dozen pages 
in a modern daily newspaper. 

Similarly, the manifestations of Jesus’ 
person and natures involve a few years of 
time, a few people with whom He made 
contacts in His journeys in a small coun- 
try where He met only a few of what are 
commonly called the ills of mankind. 
These, however, represent the immediate 
personal contacts which engaged His min- 
istries. If we were giving consideration to 
the entirety of the four gospels, we could 
subdivide His “acts of mercy and judg- 
ment” into three classes. In the first of 
these He would manifest His power over 
nature. In the second class would be His 
ministry to persons. And in the third 


there would be His demonstration of com- | 


mand over spirits. In the first class—that 
of nature—an illustration would be the 
miracle of stilling the storm. In the sec- 
ond, one might choose the record of a day 
at Capernaum in which He healed and 
taught the people who came to Him for 
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aid and instruction. In the last, the third 
class, one would place His contact with 
the devil which we know technically as the 
Temptation, His exorcising of unclean 
spirits and His cures of those who were 
“possessed.” 


Comprehensive Authority 

The number of persons who were the 
recipients of our Lord’s mercy is small. 
One is interested to observe that as they 
come into His presence their difficulties 
are relieved, and then all knowledge of 
them is ended. But as one reads Matthew’s 
gospel more carefully, he realizes that the 
ministry of Jesus, while it relieves it also 
demonstrates His power and authority. He 
commands the disability to depart. He 
bids the unclean spirit come out of one 
possessed. Matthew obviously uses these 
demonstrations of power and authority as 
testimony to both the human and divine 
natures of our Lord. Hence, when the 
one who is able to command the spiritual 
individual and natural resources of the 
earth promises forgiveness of sin, the 
promise can be taken in its literal sense. 
Jesus Himself said but “that ye may know 
that the Son of Man has power to forgive 
sins—.” 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


January 29-February 4 


M. The Call of Matthew. Matthew 9: 9-13. 
T. Jesus Meets Two Brothers. John 1: 35-42. 
W. Jesus, Friend of the Needy. John 5: 1-9. 
Th. Jesus Among His Friends, John 15: 1-14. 
F. The Friends at Bethany. Luke 10: 38-42. 
Sat. iste Lice a the Multitude. Matthew 
S. Jesus the Friend of Sinners, Matthew 9:1-8. 
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Rev. Clarence L. Braun 
Becomes Superintendent 
of Hospital 


The Rev. Clarence L. Braun, superin- 
tendent of St. John’s Lutheran Orphan 
Home of Buffalo, N. Y., resigned his posi- 
tion to become superintendent of the De- 
Graef Memorial Hospital in North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y. His resignation became 

effective January 15. 

Mr. Braun came to the Home in March 
1930 and has done a very efficient and 
effective service to the Home and the 
Church in these fifteen years. The institu- 
tion has been cleared of all indebtedness 
and an endowment fund of more than 
$150,000 has been established. The Board 
regretfully accepted his resignation, pray- 
ing God’s continued blessing upon Pastor 
Braun in his new field of service. 

St. John’s Home was organized in 1864 
by the late Rev. Christian Volz, then pas- 
tor of St. John’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y. 
After preliminary developments, the Home 
was moved into the suburbs of Buffalo, 
where it is now an outstanding Home of 
its kind. Two male members. of each 
ULCA church in the City of Buffalo, plus 
a representative of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of the Home form the Board of Trus- 
tees. The pastor of St. John’s Church— 
now the Rev. Martin J. Hoeppner—holds 
the position of president of the Board. 


Collingswood Church Burns 
Mortgage 

A very happy and enjoyable service was 
held at St. Paul’s Church, Collingswood, 
N. J., December 17, when the mortgage on 
the church was burned before a large 
congregation of rejoicing members. 

When the Rev. Stewart H. Rudisill be- 
came pastor in May 1933 there was $47,000 
indebtedness confronting the church. Those 
were depression years. The pastor and 
church council worked out a plan, and 
each year the debt became smaller until 
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it and the mortgage were paid. During 
this period the church and parsonage were 
renovated, the church decorated, and both 
buildings painted and kept in good re- 
pair. The large Moller organ was rebuilt. 

In 1939 an organist and choir director 
was secured from the Westminster Choir, 
Princeton, N. J., who has given St. Paul’s 
one of the finest musical organizations in 
South Jersey. ‘There are three choirs. 

During Mr. Rudisill’s pastorate the 
choirs were robed and the Common Serv- 
ice Book introduced. 

Under the leadership of Pastor Rudisill 
the church has been going forward. In 
1944 sixty new members were received into 
the church and the Sunday school has been 
steadily growing. 

St. Paul’s has overpaid its quota for Lu- 
theran World Action and for the last two 
years has overpaid its benevolent obliga- 
tion. 

Mr. Rudisill is active in the work of the 
church at large. He is president of the 
Synodical Mission Board and treasurer of 
the committee doing work for the Lu- 
theran Church among the Jews. He is 
active in community affairs, and is pres- 
ident of the Ministers’ Association. Greatly 
interested in young people, he was the 
leader in organizing the active and pop- 
ular Youth Center with a membership of 
more than 500 teen age boys and girls. 


Word Received from Mrs. 
Reinbrecht in China, 


A werTer from Mrs. Charles H. Rein- 
brecht, Civilian Assembly Center, Wei 
Hsien, China, dated May 21, 1944, was for- 
warded July 12, 1944, by a friend from 
Shantung who was presumably working 
in the Lutheran Mission. The letter was 
one of comfort and sympathy to Mrs. Rein- 
brecht’s mother, Mrs. Landes of Souder- 
ton, Pa., -written by the daughter upon 
receipt of the news of her father’s death, 
which occurred on Christmas Day 1943. 
Mrs. Landes received her daughter’s let- 
ter December 19, 1944. 
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THE YOUNG PEOPLE 


hy nos John Father 


Bringing Christ to the World 
OPEN DOORS-Revelation 3:7, 8 


JOHN was an exile on the convict island 
of Patmos. He had outlived all the rest 
of the apostles. He was lonely, restless in 
his inactivity, and living in his memories. 
Yet there was more than a memory with 
him on his island of confinement. The 
same Master for whom, as a young man, 
“he had left all to follow” was with him. 
He was imprisoned by the sea. Perhaps 
that is the reason he thought of heaven 
as the place where there will be “no more 
sea.” The sea was like a shut door—shut 
and barred. But Christ was with him, 
holding in His scarred hand the key to 
open the door. 

The Church at Philadelphia was one 
that received no harsh criticism as John 
spoke of the seven churches in Asia Minor. 
John’s mind and spirit could not be 
hemmed in by the sea, but it went out to 
the scenes of his own missionary days. 
It found in Philadelphia so much of the 
spirit of Christ that the angel of that 
church is pictured as holding the key of 

athe house of David. Kings had trusted 
servants who held keys to their palaces, 
their chests of precious jewels—indeed, to 
all they possessed. This church—or the 
Christ that it typified—held the keys to 
open all the doors a follower of Christ 
would ever need to enter. 

“T am a stranger here, upon a foreign 
shore” is the echoing song of uncounted 
thousands during these war days. Christ 
is the key to unlock the doors that keep 
us lonely, thwarted and discouraged. 


The Door to World Evangelization 

The church has had to make a new ap- 
praisal of its missionary program. Japan, 
China, Burma, the Isles of the Pacific, and 
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in many other parts of the world, our mis- 
sionaries have had to withdraw. They 
have seen the work of years seemingly 
destroyed. Recently we heard the Rev. 
Dr. Edward T. Horn speak on the future 
of Christianity in Japan. Dr, Horn was for 
many years a missionary in Japan, and 
Luther Leaguers will remember that he 
was president of the Lutheran Seminary 
they built in Tokyo. Since the withdrawal 
of our missionaries he has become pastor 
of our large and important church in Can- 
ton, Ohio. Dr. Horn speaks confidently of 
the survival of our work in Japan. He 
believes Providence is leading America to 
become the conqueror of Japan because 
she is the only nation of whom the Jap- 
anese people can believe that her policies 
are not built on imperialism. It takes 
Christian faith to see hope for Christianity 
in Japan. Yet it is that faith that has al- 
ways found open doors for the growth of 
the Kingdom. 

Allied victory should open many new 
doors for the missionary program of the 
church. So confident are our Protestant 
mission boards that there are many young 
men and women now in training for the 
day when the church can enter these 
doors. Reserve funds are also being set 
aside for the day of missionary advance. 


Open Doors to Human Hearts 

Many years ago we heard the story of 
the young woman who wanted to go as a 
missionary to China. After quiet investi- 
gation the Board secretary had a heart- 
to-heart talk with her. He said something 
like this: “So far as I can learn you have 
done nothing to win the two members of 
your own family who are not Christians. 
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Around you are scores of your neighbors 
who pay no attention to religion. So far 
as I can learn you have never made any 
attempt to speak for Christ right where 
you live. Before we can use you in China, 
you must show yourself a missionary at 
home.” Bitter medicine, but needful! 

Every day we are rubbing shoulders with 
those who need Christ. These are our open 
doors and all we need to do is to see them 
and enter them.. Our eyes are possessed 
_ too much by the shut doors. We are so 
conscious of the things we cannot do, that 
we have no vision of the things we can do. 
Every friendship could be capitalized for 
Christ—if we would. 

Men and women are busy day after day 


making this gadget and that intended for 
some machine of war. It seems so unim- 
portant. The pictures of war heroes are 
in the daily papers, some of them neigh- 
bor boys, for whom the doors of heroism 
have opened wide. It is so easy to slump 
down into thwarted discouragement. It 
takes vision to see that the least part in 
the war effort is important. The big vic- 
tories depend ‘on these little tasks. 

So will the Kingdom grow; not by 
grandiose campaigns for world evangeliza- 
tion, but by patient witness for Christ. 

* * * * 


To Leavers: Topic date, February 4. 
Next topic, “Bringing Christ to the World 
—Ways and Means.” 


At Last the Blind 


Liturgy and Hymnal of Common 


In the early days of the Church the only 
Scriptures or other religious literature 
available had to be written by hand. This 
was a laborious process, and these books 
were few and of great value. They were 
quite large and cumbersome, and some of 
them were chained fast to prevent their 
being stolen. Only a very few persons 
could read. 

And then came the great discovery by 
John Gutenberg which instituted the art 
of printing. The Bible began to appear in 
numbers that appeared miraculous. A new 
era had dawned for humanity. Since then 
the Bible and countless other books have 
been made available to all. The barrier of 
language has been overcome. The Bible is 
today being printed in whole or in part in 
more than a thousand languages and dia- 
lects. It is even printed in picture-lan- 
guage and in embossed type for the blind. 

For a long time there has been an urgent 
need felt among the Lutheran blind for a 
hymnal containing hymns that are gen- 
erally used in Lutheran churches, and also 
for a braille edition of our Common Serv- 
ice Book. The United Lutheran Church 
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Service Book Available in Braille 


By Norman M. Morrison 


has recognized this need, and has re- 
sponded by producing braille copies of 
“The Lutheran Common Service Book” 
and the “Lutheran Hymnal.” They are 
beautifully embossed on high-grade paper 
and handsomely bound. 

These books are an invaluable help, in 
that they will enable the reader to fa- 
miliarize himself with the order of church 
service, and in consequence take an intel- 
ligent and worth-while part in the service. 
The hymnal will enable him to learn the 
words to many hymns with which he is 
only vaguely familiar or with which he is 
unacquainted. Possession and use of these 
books will serve as an important factor in 
promoting Christian growth and educa- 
tion, which is the great aim of the United 
Lutheran Church today. 

The Common Service Book of the United 
Lutheran Church in braille is published by 
the Lutheran Church Book and Literature 
Society. The cost is $6.25, postpaid, for the 
five volumes. Inquiries should be ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, the Rev. G. H. 
Bechtold, D.D., 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. 
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WORLD PEACE, in the 
Christian Spirit 


1. Cerrarn definite standards of interna- 
tional morality and relationships should be 
established by the associated nations of the 
world, and people should be educated to 
their level. Trade and economic matters 
should be included. 

2. After decisive war victory, there 
should be no boasting, gloating, oppressive 
peace victory. Peace terms should be based 
on the principles of reconciliation between 
victors and vanquished and seek establish- 
ment of good will among all. 

3. World _ international adjustments 
should be worked out by the representa- 
tives of the peoples of all nations on the 
basis of forgiveness and a seeking of as 
fair and just settlements as possible, with 
international accord and co-operation, and 
world peace, as supreme goals. All selfish 
efforts for aggrandizement or domination 
by any nation, or combination of nations, 
should be denounced. The peace decisions 
should be so evidently unselfish and should 
show such desire to be fair and just as 
to compel respect and confidence even by 
the vanquished peoples. 

4. No particular form of government 
should be forced on any national group. 
No propaganda from one nation in another 
as to any political ideology or form of gov- 
ernment should be sanctioned. After stable 
conditions have been attained in European 


nations, the people should be given free 


and ample opportunity to choose their own 
governments. All elections should be free, 
by secret ballot, and with no one party 
rule set up. 

5. All nations should permit free and 
secret voting privileges to all citizens of a 
set voting age who can read and write. 
National constitutions should be estab- 
lished and maintained by international 
law. These constitutions should provide 
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LETTERS 


for representative governments through 
regular elections by the people of political 
leaders. 

6. All nations of such free peoples of the 
world should form a League of Nations 
with an Assembly of Representatives based 
on equal representation according to the 
number of literate citizens in each nation, 
literacy to be accepted on the basis of the 
latest pre-war census or accepted estimate. 
These representatives should set up their 
own organization. Connected with the 
League should be an International Court 
of Justice support of which should be 
pledged by all affiliated nations. The 
League itself should make and approve 
international standards and laws and set 
up its own Executive Council. 

7. Nations in this League should relin- 
quish any national sovereignty to the ex- 
tent of abiding by the rulings of the 
League and the Court in all matters of 
international relations. 

8. There should be no aggression or 
domination (by arms, politics, or trade) 
of one nation or group of nations over 
against others. 

H. Brent SCHAEFFER. 

Jackson, Miss. 


The Bible and the Sabbath 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

THE recent letters in THe LUTHERAN on 
the subject of Sabbath observance have 
been very interesting, and to some extent 
pitiful. As Christians, why don’t we hon- 
estly try to do the very best we possibly 
can, rather than try to find excuses for 
doing less than our best for God? Do we 
know and care so little about doing God’s 
will that we feel our Christian liberty en- 
titles us to do just about everything on 
His day? 

Whether we observe the seventh day or 
the first day of the week, whether we call 
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it the Sabbath or Sunday, we are still ob- 
serving it as His day. And if we love Him, 
we will try to use it for His glory. 

If every minister would preach at least 
once each year from Isaiah 58: 13-14, those 
who hear would at least know God’s plan 
for keeping His holy day. In more than 
fifty years of regular church attendance I 
cannot recall having ever heard this pas- 
sage of Scripture even read in church, and 
few people discover it for themselves, I 
wonder what proportion of ministers are 
familiar with it and Isaiah 56: 1-7. 

Those Christians who believe that Chris- 
tian liberty gives us the privilege of doing 
anything we please on God’s day or at any 
other time may profit by reading I Cor. 
8: 9; I Cor. 10: 31-33; and Matt. 15: 8-9. 

Myra M. Laverty. 


Christmas at Mulberry Home 


In this fine institution for the aged at 
Mulberry, Ind., under the efficient man- 
agement of Superintendent Ralph Whea- 
don, D.D., and Mrs. Mae Dowden, matron, 
there was an atmosphere of Christmas a 
week before the day arrived. There were 
tantalizing odors from the kitchen, pack- 
ages and greetings delivered on every 
mail, groups singing carols and bearing 
gifts. 

Christmas Eve the celebration began in 
earnest at five o’clock in the afternoon. 
The dining room was beautifully dec- 
orated and lighted with candles. After the 
evening meal the guests went to the liv- 
ing room, where a large tree with soft 
blue lights reached to the ceiling. A won- 
derful creche was provided, and tall can- 
dles and banked evergreens were all about. 
Carols were played on the xylophone and 
were sung by a quartet of young folk. Dr. 
Wheadon conducted worship and read the 
gospel story of the birth of Christ accord- 
ing to St. Luke.. Then followed the dis- 
tribution of gifts for everyone. 

On Christmas Day a bountiful dinner 
and supper were served, including all 
delicacies of the season. The day closed 
around the altar and Christmas tree. Mrs. 
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Wheadon read a delightful Christmas story, 
and the beautiful Christmas hymns were 
sung. A Happy GUvEsT. 


Lutheran Radio Broadcasts 


In response to an announcement made 
in Tue LuTuHERAN offering to list congrega- 
tions of the ULCA that periodically broad- 
cast all or a portion of their services, the 
following small number of replies has 
been received. THe LurHeran hopes that 
before the next announcement is due a 
more comprehensive list of local broad- 
casts will be received. The information 
needed is the name of the parish, the 
power of the station, wave length, and the 
hour of service in terms of war time. 


Bethany Lutheran Church, Burlington, 
Iowa, R. R. Belter pastor. Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings at 7.15 o’clock for 15 
minutes. Station KBUR, 1490 kilocycles, 
takes in a radius of 75 miles. 


St. John’s Lutheran Church, Dayton, 
Ohio, Carl Driscoll pastor. Each Sunday, 
Station WING, 1410 kilocycles, 11-11.30 
A.M. 


St. Paul’s Church, Williamsport, Pa., 
Howard R. Gold pastor. Sunday. Station 
WRAK, 1400 kilocycles, 10.45 A. M. 


St. Barnabas Church, Charleston, S. C., 
F. W. Brandt pastor. First Sunday in each 
month. Station WTMA, 1350 kilocycles, 11 
A. M.-12 M. 


Church of the Ascension, Savannah, Ga., 
Charles A. Linn pastor. Sunday. Station 
WTOC, 1080 kilocycles, 10.30-11 A. M. 
Sunday school lesson by Pastor Linn. 


Lutheran Inner Mission Society of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., H. W. Foster superintendent. 
Every Friday morning at 8.30 A. M., E.S.T. 
Station WJAS, 1320 kilocycles. 


George Washington’s Worship Hour, by 
Paul Y. Livingston, pastor of St. Andrew’s 
Lutheran Church, Richmond Hill, New 
York City. Saturdays, 9.15-9.30 A. M., Sta- 
tion WBYN, 1430 kilocycles. 
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Prisdbacih: Spi Neate 


Rebuilding, Renovating and Debt Reductions Reported 


Synod’s Treasurer E. F. Rice, D.D,, was 
honored by his parish at Manorville, fol- 
lowing the tenth anniversary of his pas- 
torate at Emmanuel Church, and the 
speaker was P. H. R. Mullen, D.D., syn- 
odical Superintendent of Missions. Here 
is what the parish sent to Zelienople Or- 
phans’ Home, following the annual Har- 
vest Home Service: 1,250 quarts of fruit 
and vegetables, 30 bushels of apples and 
pears, 17 quilts, and another fine gift for 
the Home Farm, a ton of hydrated lime. 


Aid in Rebuilding Church 

So far, a total of $11,000 has been given 
by congregations of the synod for the re- 
building of Rural Valley Church, destroyed 
last June by tornado. The largest single 
contribution, to date, is the $429 from St. 
John’s, Kittanning, G. N. Lauffer, D.D., 
pastor. 


A highly successful Every Member Vis- 
itation was held in November by First 
Church, New Kensington, the Rev. G. J. 
Baisler pastor. A special pledge card was 
used, with the heading a slogan for the 
year, “Put the Lord First,’ and making 
provision for each member to covenant 
with God in regard to church attendance, 
Holy Communion, Bible study, and family 
worship. These were followed by a prom- 
ise to give a specified percentage of in- 
come (tithe suggested), and then the def- 
inite amounts pledged for Current Expense 
and Benevolence. A number promised to 
begin tithing. For the first time in many 
years the Current Budget was almost sub- 
scribed in full, and benevolence pledges’ 
amounted to 125 percent of apportionment 
for 1945, thus meeting the ULCA request 
for a 25 percent increase. 


Completing a ten-year pastorate at First 
Church, Mansfield, Ohio, G. E. Swoyer, 
D.D., has come to Pittsburgh to be. pastor 
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By Gerorcs E, Littie 


of Trinity Church, Stockton Avenue. In 
previous years he served two other par- 
ishes on the North Side—Grace, Spring 
Garden, and Mt. Zion, Perrysville Ave. 


Institutional Pastor Resigns 

After serving the Inner Mission Society 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., for seven and one-half 
years as institutional pastor, the Rev. Paul 
F. Obenauf resigned in order to accept the | 
call of St. John’s Church, East Liverpool, © 
Ohio, December 17. It is with regret that 
the society accepted the resignation of 
their energetic institutional pastor. 

Mr. Obenauf becomes the successor in 
this Ohio pastorate of the Rev. John F. 
Kindsvatter, who on November 1 took up 
his duties as pastor of Zion Church, 
Wooster, Ohio. 


‘The Rev. C. F. Christiansen has gone 
to New York City, having accepted a call — 
to Christ Church, Washington Heights, and 


terminating his pastorate at Calvary 


Church, Sharon. 


Aiming at Freedom from Debt 

Mt. Zion Church, North Side, Pittsburgh, 
J. B, Kniseley, D.D., pastor, is confident 
of paying off its entire $41,000 debt by’ 
October 1946. The Debt Reduction Cam- 
paign in November resulted in pledges 
totaling that amount, plus $2,000 “over the 
top.” $15,000 of this has already been paid 
in cash, and the remainder is in pledges 
payable before October 1946, the seventieth 
anniversary. The campaign was conducted 
by a group of 150 workers, with the slogan, 
‘Debt Free with Victory—70th Anniver- 
sary.” Mt. Zion now has on its Honor Roll 
the names of 273 members in the armed 
forces, of whom nine have given their 
lives for their country. 


December 4 marked the fortieth anni- 
versary of Bethany Church, New Castle, 
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the Rev. Louis Goldner pastor. There was 
a Communion Service on the Sunday pre- 
ceding, and a congregational dinner Tues- 
day evening. At this meeting it was re- 
vealed that the anniversary offering re- 
ceived during the past three months was 
sufficient to pay off the entire debt in- 
curred two years ago when the church 
was renovated. 


At Cleveland, Ohio, a testimonial dinner 
was given by the First Hungarian Church 
for the Rev. A. M. Leffler, December 10, 
upon the occasion of his tenth anniversary 
as paster. 


$1,000 Sponsorships 

Here are some more congregations which 
will sponsor at $1,000 each, a room in Thiel 
College’s new dormitory for women, Liv- 
ingston Hall: Donegal, Mt. Zion, H. N. 
Brant pastor; Greensburg, First, Samuel 
Boerstler, S.T.D., pastor; Greensburg, 
Zion, J. P. Harman, D.D., pastor; near 
Greensburg, Old Zion, F. B. Haer, pastor; 
Kittanning, St. John, G. N. Lauffer, D.D., 
pastor; Latrobe, Trinity, J. B. Gardner, 
D.D., pastor; Pittsburgh, First, A. J. Holl, 
D.D., and W. E. Fisher pastors; Ruffsdale, 
Zion, L. E. Fackler pastor; West Newton, 
Christ, J. R. Nicholas, D.D., pastor; Wheel- 
ing, Zion, A. C. E. Grotke, D.D., pastor; 
Wilkinsburg, Calvary, A. W. Steinfurth, 
D.D., pastor; and Youngwood, St. Luke, 
W. F. Adolphsen pastor. 


The twelve churches of Dubois have a 
Union Leadership Training School. Taking 
a very active part in this is St. Paul 
Church, with T. H. Swartzlander the dean, 
and Pastor J. C. Klingensmith the head of 
the Ministerial Association’s Committee on 
Leadership Education. The interior of St. 
Paul’s Church was recently redecorated, 
and a Service of Rededication was held 
December 17. 


In Interest of the Community 

Here is a unique and valuable service 
one of our pastors is providing for the en- 
tire community. We speak of Pastor L. W. 
Rupp, and the mimeographed letters he 
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sends out each week to all the men and 
women from the community in the armed 
forces. In the first seven months of 1944 
he sent a total of 3,258 letters, with more 
than 15,000 literature items handled. The 
financing is taken care of by the three 
Protestant churches of the town, including 
his own, Emmanuel Lutheran Church. 
Pastor Rupp does all the work personally 
—collecting material, composing, editing, 
cutting stencils,, mimeographing, mailing, 
even sending individual letters in answer 
to most incoming mail. To knit all mail- 
ings intimately with local church life, 
Weekly Bulletin folders are used. Each 
letter contains, in addition to this, a sec- 
ond folder containing items of community 
news, quotations from letters, etc. En- 
closures are used to fill up the envelopes 
to the amount of first-class postage; among 
these “The Messenger,” “Message for the 
Day,” and leaflets from time to time, such 
as “Arrow Prayers.” 


Many a small congregation is very well 
organized. St. John Church, of the Middle 
Lancaster Parish, Butler County, has less 
than sixty confirmed members, but a Mis- 
sionary Society, started just a. year ago, 
which now has twenty-one members. In 
the same parish is St. Mark Church, of the 
same enrollment, and a new Luther League 
which has an average weekly attendance 
of twenty-five. Pastor of this parish is the 
Rev. H. F. Obenauf. 


Both congregations of the Saxonburg 
Parish have very active Ladies’ Aid So- 
cieties. St. Luke Church recently pre- 
sented- a new robe to Pastor D. K. Fetterly; 
St. Paul’s presented an American and a 
Christian flag. They also gave a stained- 
glass window, depicting “Christ, the Good 
Shepherd,” and the Busy Bee Class pre- 
sented one of “Christ Knocking at the 
Door.” 

At Mt. Pleasant, Trinity Church re- 
ceived new violet paraments from the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, and a fine marble bap- 
tismal font from Mrs. E. H. Hostoffer. The 
pastor is the Rev. Russell McCullough. 
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Vee Yorks Caste Conference 


Kingston’s Post-war Needs, Anniversaries, Vacancies in Pastorates Filled 


Trinity Church, Kingston, which cele- 
brated its centennial in 1942, and which is 
the mother Church of Lutheranism in the 
City of Kingston, N. Y., has made exten- 
sive repairs and improvements during the 
past two years. The church was redec- 
orated, new windows were placed, the or- 
gan was remodeled, and chimes were in- 
stalled. The parsonage was remodeled and 
the church grounds landscaped. For this 
work $18,325 was paid in cash. The con- 
tributions to benevolence were increased 
100 percent, and the quotas for Lutheran 
World Action were met promptly in each 
drive. 

To meet the growing needs of the Sun- 
day school, and for other programs of 
church expansion, this congregation has 
set up a Post-war Fund. To this end, and 
as a fitting climax to the two years of ex- 
tensive activity, a festival service in honor 
of the second anniversary of the redecora- 
tion of the church was held December 17, 
1944, when the Rev. Dr. Frederick R. 
Knubel, president of synod, made his first 
visit to Kingston, and preached the ser- 
mon. At this service a special offering of 
$1,000 was set apart for the post-war needs 
of the congregation. 

Trinity Church has 125 members in the 
armed forces, three of whom have paid the 
full measure of devotion. 

Since 1941 the Rev. Frank Lawrence 
Gollnick has been the pastor of this con- 
gregation. 


Golden Anniversary Plans \ 

Redeemer Church, Kingston, the Rev. 
Russell S. Gaenzle pastor, plans to cele- 
brate its fiftieth anniversary in 1947. By 
way of implementing that celebration the 
church council, with the approval of the 
congregation, set up a program for post- 
war expansion and improvement. Chief 
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items of the program are the conversion, 
of the parsonage into a friendship house, 
renovation of the Sunday school rooms, 
modern rest-room facilities, and the pur- 
chase of a new parsonage. The estimated 
cost for the program is $25,000. A cam- 
paign for funds was launched November 2! 
with a corps of eighty-two workers, and 
twelve days later the final report was made 
with , $23,000 raised in cash and subscrip- 
tions. The funds will be placed in a trust 
account and held until such time as release 
of civilian goods will permit the beginning 
of the work. The campaign was set up and 
carried through without professional help. 

Pastor Gaenzle is vice-president of the 
Eastern Conference and chairman of the 
very active Committee on Social Missions. 


Pastor Bock Goes to the Bronx 

The Rev. Walter E. Bock recently re- 
signed as pastor of Christ Church, Ger- 
mantown, N. Y., to accept a call to the 
Church of the Holy Comforter in the 
Bronx. Pastor Bock was ordained in 1941 
by the United Synod of New York, and 
began his pastorate at Christ Church, Ger- 
mantown. 

He did effective work with the Board of 
American Missions while a seminarian, 
thus gaining much valuable experience. 
While in Wagner College he served for a 
year as private secretary to Edwin Mark- 
ham, American poet and philosopher, who 
later bequeathed his valuable library to 
Wagner College. 

The ministry at Christ Church was most 
successful and the congregation responded 
wholeheartedly to his efforts. There has 
been a steady increase in church attend- 
ance. The church property is in excellent 
condition. A post-war emergency fund has 
been set up, and the parish is free of all 
indebtedness. While the congregation is 
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not over-organized, it is effectively organ- 
ized, with provision for all age groups. 
Constant contact has been maintained with 
the members in the armed forces, and Pas- 
tor and Mrs. Bock have won an enviable 
place in the hearts of the people of Ger- 
mantown. Mr. Bock leaves a rural field 
which is second to none in the synod. 
Pastor Bock was secretary-treasurer of 
the Capital District Lutheran Ministers’ 
Association, president of the Lutheran 
Book Club, and was a delegate to the re- 
cent ULCA convention at Minneapolis. For 
the past year he was co-editor, with the 
secretary of conference, of the Schohudmo 
Ripples, a conference news bulletin. 


Pre-Lenten Retreat Combined with 

_ Seminary Institute 

To eliminate extra travel, the conference 

Officials in co-operation with synodical 
headquarters have planned to combine the 
annual Pre-Lenten Retreat with the Phila- 
delphia Seminary Institute. The two-day 
session is scheduled to be held in Albany, 
February 6 and 7. The Rev. Morris C. 
Skinner, president of conference, will pre- 
-side, and the Institute will be conducted 

_ by several members of the seminary fac- 
ulty. The subjects presented will fit ad- 
mirably into the Lenten theme and the 
preacher at the Communion Service will 
be the Rev. Dr. Paul J. Hoh, president- 
elect of the seminary. 


Vacancies Filled 

The president of conference has been 
fortunate in filling vacancies in Altamont, 
Rhinebeck and Ghent. Pastor Skinner has 
been in constant touch with synodical 
headquarters at 231 Madison Avenue, New 
York City, and has done everything in his 
‘power to assist the president of synod in 
his duties in this very important matter. 

Mr. Leonard Klemann, a senior at Phila- 
delphia Seminary, and a member of St. 
Andrew’s, Brooklyn, N. Y., has accepted 
a call to St. John’s Church, Altamont. He 
prepared for the seminary at Wagner Col- 
lege. He will begin his pastorate imme- 
diately after his ordination. 
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The Rev. Louis F. Wagschal, pastor of 
the Church of the Holy Communion, Utica, 
since 1937, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of Third Church, Rhinebeck. He is 
a native of Herkimer County, N. Y., and 
was graduated from Wittenberg College in 
1912. He was graduated from Hartwick 
Seminary in 1915 and was ordained by the 
Synod of New York. He served pastorates 
at Stone Arabia, West Sand Lake, Rensse- 
laer, and Richmondville, N. Y., and the 
Punxsutawney Parish, Pa. From 1928 to 
1932 he was professor of Greek at Thiel 
College. 


Mr. David Jensen, a senior at the Phila- 
delphia Seminary, has accepted a call to 
become pastor of Christ Church, Ghent, 
and will begin his ministry there imme- 
diately following his ordination. Mr. Jensen 
received his education at the Utica Free 
Academy, Utica, N. Y., and Wagner Col- 
lege. He is a member of the Church of the 
Redeemer, Utica. 


A Centennial Celebration 

Bethany Church, Central Bridge, the 
Rev. J. Victor Benson pastor, recently cele- 
brated its 100th anniversary with festival 
services two Sundays and three weekdays. 
Guest preachers included the Rev. Dr. 
Frank Wolford, former president of the 
Hartwick Synod, later president of the 
Synod of New York, and for many years 
professor of New Testament and Exegesis 
at Hartwick Seminary; the Rev. Robert J. 
Van Deusen, acting pastor of Gilead 
Church, Center Brunswick, and a former 
pastor of Bethany; and the Rev. Dr. Fred- 
erick R. Knubel, president of the United 
Synod of New York. Greetings were 
brought by former pastors of the congre- 
gation: the Rev. George R. Swartz, Coney 
Island, N. Y.; the Rev. Dr. Andrew L. 
Dillenbeck, Johnstown, N. Y.; the Rev. 
G. Oliver Sands, Ancram; and the Rev. 
David C. Gaise of Albany. The Rev. Morris 
C. Skinner represented the Eastern Con- 
ference, and the Rev. Eugene B. Umber- 
ger represented the Schoharie County 
Pastors’ Association. 
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During the celebration Bethany Hall, the 
newly renovated parish house, was ded- 
icated. Presiding at the banquet was the 
Hon. Arthur L. Parsins, Schoharie’s mem- 
ber in the New York State Assembly and 
a member of Bethany Church. 

In commemoration of the event a very 
attractive anniversary book, “A Century 
of Communion with Christ,” was pub- 
lished. It contains many photographs of 
the church, former pastors, officers, and 
organizations. The history of the church 
was written by Elizabeth Braman of the 
congregation. An honor roll lists the names 
of the thirty-two members of Bethany 
serving in the armed forces. An inspiring 
poem, “Canticle of My Church’s History,” 
was written by Pastor Benson. 

The Rev. J. Victor Benson was ordained 
by the United Synod of New York in 1943 
and immediately thereafter entered upon 
his pastorate at Bethany Church. 


Church Rededicated 
Services of rededication were held De- 
cember 31, 1944, at St. Thomas Church, 


GContral Conference, Vw York, ; 1 | 


Interest in the Gospel Ministry and the Ministry’s Interest 


St. Paul’s Church, Johnson City, N. Y., 
the Rev. Martin R. Lehfeldt pastor, in its 
effort to reduce its debt, paid $1,000 by 
November 1. A reassignment of the mort- 
gage at 4% percent instead of 6 percent 
has been effected with regular monthly 
payments on the principal. The choir has 
been reorganized and the Sunday school 
installed new tables and partition drapes. 
The pastor has served the congregation 
since 1943. He received his degree of Mas- 
ter of Arts from New York University. 
He has been appointed the chaplain at the 
Broome County Hospital for Tuberculosis. 
He is advocating for his community a rest 
center for the rehabilitation of returning 
service men. 
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Churchtown. The walls and ceiling were 
refinished with pastel tinted decorative tile: 
board, the altar was recessed and the rere- | 
dos refinished, new lights were installed| 
and floor covering laid. The cost of the) 
improvements was paid before the re-| 
dedication. 

The Service of Rededication was con- 
ducted by the Rev. Robert J. Van Deusen, 
a former pastor of the congregation and 
the personal representative of the pres-| 
ident of conference. Other festival preach-| 
ers were the Rev. Philip M. Luther of 
Albany, former pastor of St. Thomas; and! 
the Rev. Clayton G. Van Deusen, who was) 
born in the Churchtown parsonage while. 
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his father was pastor there. 4 

At present the congregation is without} 
a pastor, the Rev. Lester J. Houghtaling: 
having resigned shortly after the Selective! 
Service program was introduced to become 
a chaplain in the Army. He is now ir) 
service overseas, with the rank of captain.| 
Regular services have been maintained | 
however, and the congregation intends to 
call a pastor in the near future. j 
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Chaplain to War Prisoners 

The Rev. Dr. William L. Sheding, pas— 
tor of Mt. Tabor Church, Syracuse, hai! 
been appointed chaplain to the war pris 
oners at Port Byron and Green Lake. Dr 
Sheding is well fitted for this work fron” 
his experience in war relief work during. 
f 


World War I under the Hon. Herber) 


fu 
bh 


Hoover. 


The Rev. Louis A. Wagschal has re 
signed the pastorate of the Church of the 
Holy Communion, Utica, to become pastow, 
at Rhinebeck, N. Y. 


The Lutheran Pastoral Association o- 
Syracuse and Vicinity elected the followin 
to serve during 1945: President, the Rew 
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Viggo Swensen, St. Peter’s Church; secre- 
tary, the Rev. Arthur Schroeder, supply 
pastor at the Church of the Atonement; 
treasurer, the Rev. John Dudde, St. Paul’s 
Church, Liverpool. 


Syracuse Laymen Progress 

In November the Syracuse Lutheran 
Laymen entertained thirty-six boys be- 
tween the ages of thirteen and sixteen that 
they might receive information on the 
gospel ministry. Their fathers were also 


‘guests. Dr. Paul A. Kirsch gave an in- 


spiring address on, “Ought I Prepare for 
the Gospel Ministry?” He pointed out that 
a good voice, which is pleasing and con- 
vincing, is a first requisite, as well as a 
strong, virile body and good common sense. 
Mr. Donald Prigge, a member of St. Peter’s 
Church, where the banquet was held, gave 
a message prior to the address of Dr. 
Kirsch, Mr. Prigge is president of the New 
York State Luther League. Mr. Gustave 
Schneider of the Church of the Atonement 
was toastmaster. It is hoped that from this 
group will come a number of men for the 
ministry. 

Another project which the Lutheran lay- 
men have undertaken is that of a thirteen 
weeks’ advertising program. Every night 
from Monday through Friday a different 
advertisement is inserted in the evening 
paper. The following is a sample: 


COME TO CHURCH 


You should read your Bible daily, you should 
read it to your children, you should come to 
church. 

Lutherans 


“Protestant Information,” which began 
as a “committee” of the Utica Council of 
Churches, became the Protestant Infor- 
mation Society of Utica December 10 in 
the Church of the Redeemer, the Rev. Dr. 
Arnold F. Keller pastor. This society will 
be open to all bona fide Protestants. 


Syracuse Civic Lenten Services 

This will be the twenty-sixth year for 
the Syracuse Civic Lenten Services. For 
this year the committee is headed by the 
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Rev. Christian P. Jensen, pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church. The Rev. Dr. F. Eppling 
Reinartz, Secretary of Promotion, ULCA, 
will open the services on Ash Wednesday, 
February 14. These services are held at 
noon in the auditorium of the First Bap- 
tist Church. The Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, president of the United Lutheran 
Church, will be the preacher February 22. 
An outstanding preacher gives the address 
at noon on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday of each week during Lent. 


Midland College 


Wuen Midland College builds a new 
men’s dormitory in post-war days, some- 
thing within its walls will be dedicated to 
the memory of Sgt. Byron E. Johnson, 
former student, who lost his life in a 
plane crash last April near Yuma, Ariz. 
A gift of $200, representing the savings of 
Sgt. Johnson, has been presented to Mid- 
land by his mother. A member of the 
Class of 1944 and a participant in many 
campus activities, he became a radio 
gunner. 

“You helped us, can: we help you?” is 
the theme of the new booklet, “Welcome 
to Midland,” which President Fred C. 
Wiegman has personally edited for service 
men and women who plan to continue 
their education under the “G. I, Bill of 
Rights.” It is now being distributed. Types 
of courses available for veterans at Mid- 
land, which has been approved by the 
Veterans’ Administration and the Nebraska 
Department of Instruction, include junior 
college, business, teacher training, the- 
ological, pre-professional, science and lib- 
eral arts. 

As a memorial for his mother, J. Wiard 
Johnson of Glen Ellyn, Ill., is establishing 
an annual scholarship of $100 to assist 
worthy and needy students preparing for 
the ministry at Midland College. The 
award will be known as the Theresa 
Franke Johnson memorial scholarship. 
Mr. Johnson, Class of 1921, is vice-pres- 
ident of the Transportation Advertising 
Company in Chicago. 
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Whedwest Whescollanies 


Activities in a Largely Rural Synod Differ from Those in Urban Centers 


Weis on the morning of January 1 the 
thermometer registered 12 below zero and 
an icy breeze made its way over Nebraska's 
snow-covered couniryside, the warmth of 
an ordination service filled the sanctuary 
of St. John’s Church, six miles southwest 
of Scribner. With his theological educa- 
tion finished under the accelerated sched- 
ule at Western Seminary, Fremont, Nebr., 
and having received his appointment as 
missionary to Argentina, the Rev. LeVon 
Spath was ordained and commissioned in 
his home church, before the same altar 
where years ago his parents presented him 
for baptism, and this writer was their pas- 
tor. Dr. Edwin Moll, executive secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church, gave through his 
presence in this rural setting of the west- 
ern plains special significance to the hour 
of worship and act of consecration. In his 
message, a sermonic symphony, Dr. Moll 
stressed the recurring motive, “Let me live 
by the side of the road, and be a friend to 
man.” 

The ordination was in charge of the 
president of the Midwest Synod, the Rev. 
Herman Goede of Columbus, Nebr. He 
was assisted by the secretary of synod, the 
Rev. Lorin J. Wolff of Lindy, Nebr.; Prof. 
Richard Syre of Western Seminary; Dr. 
Moll; and the pastor of St. John’s Church, 
the Rev. Milton Moore. Other members 
of the clergy present were: Dean T. D. 
Rinde, D.D., of Western Seminary; Prof: 
P. W. EL Frederick, also of Western; and 
the pastors, Dr. Alfred O. Frank of Salem 
Church, Fremont; Hugo Welchert, St 
Paul’s, Hooper; H. Pearson, Christ Church, 
Wisner; Wallace Wolff, Zion, Hooper; and 
Dr. M. Schroeder, Lincoln, Nebr. The lat- 
ter spoke briefly at the reception tendered 
Missionary and Mrs. Spath in the basement 
of the church following the service. The 
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large crowd was served a well-prepared 
farmer’s spread at the conclusion of what 
may be termed a historie occasion in the 
annals of this rural parish. 


In Oklahoma 

Dr. Edward J. Amend of Peace Church, 
Belmont, has accepted a call to become 
pastor of the Stillwater-Perry Parish in 
Oklahoma. After seeing his present con- 
gregation through a $40,000 building pro- 
gram, replacing their former structure 
which last year was leveled by a tornado, 
he will begin his new duties February 1. 


‘First Church, Oklahoma City, Okla., at 
their annual meeting reviewed the year 
1944 as the best in their history. They re- 
ported a 28 percent gain in baptized mem- 
bership, 25 percent increase in the con- 
firmed, and 31 percent in communing 
members. The financial increases over the 
previous year were 49 percent for current 
expenses and 155 percent for benevolence, 
involving altogether $12,200. This includes 
$4,022 for church and parsonage repairs. 


Dr. Koolen Honored 

A well-deserved tribute was paid by 
Friedens Church, Lincoln, Nebr., to their 
pastor, M. Koolen, D.D., on the occasion 
of his seventieth birthday, November 26. 
The celebration came as a surprise to the 
guest of honor. Participants in the special 
evening service were Pastors H. O. Rhode 
of Bloomfield, Nebr., representing the Mid- 
west Synod; Dr. O. W. Ebright, superin- 
tendent of Tabitha Orphanage and Home 
for the Aged, of whose board of directors 
Dr. Koolen is a member; Dr. Leland H. 
Lesher, pastor of Grace Church (Nebraska 
Synod) at Lincoln; and Mr. Henry Sterkel, 
representing the congregation. The ad- 
dresses were interspersed with selections 
by the senior and junior choirs. After 
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greetings from the local clergy, Dr. Koolen 
expressed his own sentiments on the 
meaning of this day to him in his relation 
to the members of Friedens Church and 
the community in which he has been serv- 
ing since 1927. At a reception in the parish 
hall Mr. G. J. Stroh presented him, in 
behalf of the congregation, with a chair 
and glass-topped desk to match, and a 
new typewriter. All of which means that 
Dr. Koolen is set for many more years 
of service in his well-known vigorous work 
in the office that preaches salvation, 


Pastor .Walter Rowoldt, formerly of 
Northboro, Iowa, was installed in his new 
congregation, St. Mark’s, Pender, Nebr., 
November 24, by his father, the Rev. Paul 
Rowoldt of Lincoln, Nebr. Student Walter 
Lentz of Western Seminary supplied the 
pulpit during the vacancy. 


Religious Colony Established _ 

A new religious colony has been started 
‘in Pushmataha County, Oklahoma, The 
land, donated to the movement, has been 
recorded in the register of deeds under the 
name of “Jesus Christ.” Said the prime 
mover of the enterprise, “We have started 
a colony here in the wilds of southeast 
Oklahoma, where members will have all 
things in common, as did the disciples after 
Pentecost. Farming will be the chief oc- 
cupation of the colonists at first and the 
individual members will own nothing. 
They will be required to obey one com- 
mandment only—to love one another as 
they love themselves.” Incidentally, Mid- 
west Synod also owns considerable 
stretches of land in this county. 


After twenty-five years of ministering 
to St. John’s congregation, eight miles 
northeast of Scribner, Nebr., Pastor Ewald 
Wendt has resigned, due to ill health. Fol- 
lowing his physician’s advice, he is retiring 
to the warmer climate of southern Cali- 
fornia. 


Corn-picking Bee Aids Building Fund 
A corn-picking bee under the auspices 
of the Brotherhood of the Church of the 
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Good Shepherd at Lindy, Nebr., was held 
shortly before Christmas in their Lord’s 
Acre field of 80 acres. Forty-three people, 
including five women, went to work with 
25 wagons, three trucks, and one mechan- 
ical picker. When darkness called a halt, 
all but ten acres had been cleaned. The 
women helped chiefly in driving some of 
the tractors. The estimate of the day’s 
labor was about 1,600 bushels, which when 
sold, after deducting overhead and rent, 
will be an appreciable addition to their 
building fund, Still worshiping after seven- 
teen years of existence in a modest below- 
the-ground affair, Pastor Lorin J. Wolff 
is making every effort soon to lead his con- 
gregation in worship in more adequate 
surroundings. 


Following a call from St. Paul’s Church, 
Manhattan, New York City, the Rev. A. S. 
Pannbacker has returned to the ministry 
after three years during which he studied 
for his Ph.D. degree at the University of 
Nebraska. 


Tue thirtieth anniversary of the Church 
of St. Andrew, Richmond Hill, Queens 
Borough, New York City, was marked by 
special services January 7, 1945. At the 
morning service greetings from the United 
Lutheran Church were brought by Secre- 
tary W. H. Greever, D.D. At the afternoon 
service Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, president 
of the United Synod of New York, was 
the guest speaker. This service was fol- 
lowed by friendly fellowship in the church 
rooms. 

Improvements made to the church re- 
cently included installation of art stained 
glass windows, a church office, fluorescent 
lights in the Bible school, a new fireplace 
for Biblical chats, a new purifying air 
heating system, an everlasting light. There 
is a 30 percent increase in pledges for 1945 
and a sizable reduction in the mortgage. 

St. Andrew’s Church was founded Jan- 
uary 6, 1915, and the church was dedicated 
ten years later. The congregation became 
self-supporting in 1930. The pastor is Paul 
Y. Livingston, D.D. 
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Northwest Synod News 


Happenings Found in the Bulletin of the Synod of the Northwest 


The Rev. W. P. Gerberding has been 
asked by the ULCA Board of Foreign 
Missions to make an inspection of its field 
in Liberia, Africa, and has been granted 
a six months’ leave of absence from Holy 
Trinity Church, St. Paul, Minn. During 
his absence, which dated from the middle 
of January, the pulpit will be supplied by 
Prof. Paul H. Roth and Dr. Hugo Dressler 
of Northwestern Lutheran Seminary. 


Changes of Pastorates 

The Rev. George C. Koehler has ac- 
cepted the call of Trinity Church, Su- 
perior, Wis., to become their pastor. He 
began his new duties at the beginning of 
the year 1945. 

Mr. Koehler comes from the Illinois 
Synod, where he had been pastor of Lu- 
ther Memorial Church, Chicago, since 
1938. Prior to that he had served North- 
west Synod congregations in St. Paul, 
Great, Falls, Livingston and Cedarburg. 
He also served on the synod’s executive 
and stewardship committees. So he is no 
stranger to’ the Northwest Synod as he 
takes over the pulpit made vacant by 
Pastor A. G. Riggle’s entrance into the 
Navy chaplaincy a year ago. 


The Rev. Karl W. Brockhaus accepted 
the call of St. Mark Church, Grand Forks, 
N. D., and began his new duties December 
10, 1944. He came from Medford, Ore., 
where he had served Zion Church since 
his graduation from Northwestern Semi- 
nary in 1941. While he was at Medford, he 
saw his church refinanced advantageously 
and completely renovated. Zion becam 
one of the leaders of the Pacific Synod in 
benevolence. 


The Rev. Paul H. Waldschmidt, assistant 
to Dr. A. A. Zinck at Redeemer Church, 
Milwaukee, Wis., is now full-time resident 
pastor of Mt. Carmel Church, Minneapolis, 
Minn, He had been serving as interim 
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supply pastor during the leave of absence 

granted Pastor C. A. Almer when he went 
into the Army chaplaincy in December | 
1943, Pastor Almer’s resignation was ac- 4 
cepted in September 1944, and in October | 
Mr. Waldschmidt was called to fill the 

vacancy. { 


Progress in Congregations 

Fond du Lac, Wis. Our Saviour Church 
has purchased the property adjoining the 
church in the rear, The building on it will 
be remodeled into a parish house. 


Minneapolis, Minn. Salem Church re- 
cently purchased an adjoining property 
for future use in enlarging its parish 
house. 


Winnipeg. First English Lutheran Church 
again sent $2,000 to the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions toward the reduction of its 
indebtedness. The church has progressed 
much faster than the schedule requires, 
and also has a large sum on hand for the 
renovation of the basement of the church 
as soon as help and materials are avail- 
able. 


Duluth's New Start 
St. John Church, Duluth, Minn., one of 
the charter member congregations of the 
Synod of the Northwest, after a long de- 
cline and complete cessation of services 
in 1943, has taken a new lease on life. 
The congregation is now housed in a fine 
big building that serves as both church 
and parsonage. The lovely colonial chapel 
was dedicated November 26, 1944, under 
encouraging conditions. Some six hun- 
dred people attended the three services 
and many members of the church who 

had long been inactive re-enrolled. 

This miraculous recovery from what 
seemed a hopeless situation has come about 
by hearty co-operation between a faith- 
ful remnant of the congregation, a cou- 
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HAVE YOU CONSIDERED A JUNIOR COLLEGE? 


Junior colleges have sprung up all over the country in the past few years to satisfy 
demands which the four year school cannot meet: 

Many cannot afford four years of college work and therefore take none. 

Many do not want four full years, but wish to study further and enjoy college life. 

Some are not convinced that they can go on to college. 

Some need to make the transfer from high school at home to a big school away 

from home very gradually. 
THE ONLY JUNIOR COLLEGE IN THE ULCA 


THE ONLY WOMEN’S COLLEGE IN THE ULCA 


MARION COLLEG 


Marion, Va. ; 
For information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


rageous pastor, a sympathetic synod and a 
helpful Board of American Missions. After 
a long decline when attendance at serv- 
ices and Sunday school had dwindled to 
a mere handful, the property had passed 
into the sheriff’s hands and insurance had 
lapsed, the old church was gutted by a fire 
on Easter 1942. Services in other quarters 
soon ceased. A small group of members 
finally met to safeguard what might be of 
value in the ruined building, and at the 
instance of the executive committee of the 
synod resumed Sunday services in the 
YMCA in November 1943. 

The synod’s committee also issued a call 
to the Rev. Joseph L. Stump to give his 
full time to investigate the possibilities of 
continuing the life and work of the con- 
gregation. The response was encouraging, 
and when he reported that a fine residence 
in an unchurched community not too far 
from the old location was available at a 
low price, the synod approved its pur- 
chase, getting financial help from the 
Board of American Missions and lending 
some itself. The congregation itself gave 
sacrificially. The result is its establish- 
ment in the new quarters with enthusiasm 
and appreciation of the help given. 

The building is the former residence of 
the Ordean family, Duluth pioneers. It is 
a three-story building of ample capacity. 
Relatively slight alterations changed two 
rooms into a beautiful colonial chapel 
seating 140 worshipers, with doors open- 
ing into the main hall, which with the 
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dining room beyond will seat again that 
number. The Klagstad Studios designed 
the chapel. The organ, altar, font, and 
chancel rail were saved from the old 
church. The pews are new. Pastor Stump 
and his family occupy the second story. 
The third is furnished for guests. There 
is ample ground on the plot for a church 
to be built. There is also a large garage 
and “servants’” residence that might be 
used as a parish house. The site overlooks 
several blocks of fine residence territory 
to Lake Superior beyond. 

Pastor Wackernagel, conference pres-~ 
ident during the negotiations that made 
the acquisition of the property possible, 
Dr. L. V. Downing of the executive com- 
mittee, and President Gerberding repre- 
sented the synod at the dedication services. 


Wagner College, Staten 
Island, N. Y. 


The Wagner College Department of 
Music has announced a series of Sunday 
afternoon musicals, the arrangements for 
which are in charge of Mr. George Martin, 
pianist, and Dr. Hans Haug, violinist. The 
first program was heard January 14. Feb- 
ruary 11, March 11, and April 8 are the 
dates of concerts yet to be given. 

An opportunity to assist the college is 
given through the sale of subscription 
tickets. 
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BY, Begins 


Daily Self Cross and Cathedral 
Denial No. 5 
Slot Envelope Blank on Back 


Col. Bieber Returns to 
Pastorate 


Lt.-Col. Edmund E. Bieber applied for 
and obtained release from active duty with 
the Army in order to return to the pas- 
torate of the Springtown Parish -of the 
Central Pennsylvania Synod, from which 
he has been on leave of absence since en- 
try upon Army duty July 7, 1941. 

The parish has been without the service 
of a regular pastor since the death of the 
Rev. Dr. U. E. Apple February 28, 1944. 
Dr. Apple came out of retirement to be- 
come acting pastor of this parish during 
Pastor Bieber’s leave of absence. 


Mr. Bieber was called to duty as a cap- 


tain in the Infantry Reserves in 1941 and 
was placed on duty with the Air Corps as 
an administrative officer with first station 
at Langley Field, Virginia. December 8, 
1941, he moved with his unit, an Air Corps 
Bombardment Group, to California, where 
this group patrolled the West Coast during 
the time of the Jap submarine scare. 
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GooDENOUGH & WOoGLOM Co. 
296 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 


Febriiary | 4th 


If Your Church 
Needs Money 


Try Our Daily Lenten 
Self-Denial Envelopes 


Printed in pleasing 
colors on paper 
of serviceable 
quality. 
Admit nickels, 
dimes, quarters. 
Designs keyed to 
success. 
Price $1.75 per hundred 


OTHER COLLECTORS 
For Church and Sunday School 
objectives 


In January 1942 his unit shipped in the 
first convoy to leave the States with des- 
tination Australia. 

In April 1943 Col. Bieber (then major) 
was transferred to the Fifth Bomber Com- 
mand of the Fifth Air Force (stationed in 
New Guinea) and was assigned as as- 
sistant chief of staff in charge of personnel 
(A-1) where he served until his return to 
the States in August. 1944. 

After the usual 21-day leave granted to 
returnees from foreign service Col, Bieber 
was processed at the Air Force Redistribu- 
tion Station at Miami Beach, Fla., and was 
assigned as Base Adjutant of the Army 
Air Field at Walterboro, S. C., until his 
transfer to the Separation Center at Fort 
Dix, N. J. He is now on terminal leave 
and will revert to civilian status March 
6, 1945. 

Col. Bieber wears the Presidential Unit 
Citation Device, the pre-Pearl Harbor rib- 
bon, the American Theater ribbon, and the 
Asiatic Pacific Theater ribbon with three 
battle stars, in addition to five overseas 
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stripes signifying completion of thirty 
months of foreign service. 

Col. and Mrs. Bieber and daughter Nancy 
moved into the parsonage at Springtown 
January 4, and he immediately resumed 
the work of the pastorate there. 


Personal 

Dr. Levering Tyson, president of Muh- 
lenberg College, was elected to the ac- 
crediting commission of the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools at the fifty-eighth annual conven- 
tion of the association in New York. The 


commission, consisting of some of the na- 
tion’s best educators, reviews the qualifica- 
tions of colleges and secondary schools 
that apply for accrediting. 


The Rev. Raymond L. Booze resigned 
the Knox-Monroe Pastorate of the Virginia 
Synod, in order to accept the call of the 
Stephens City Charge of the Virginia 
Synod December 31, 1944. 


The Rev. M.‘°L. Minnick was installed 
as pastor of College Church, Salem, Va., 
by Superintendent R. Homer Anderson, 
D.D., of the Virginia Synod. 


* Less Than G Penny G Dag! 
. ) Bh INCREASING INSURANCE PROTECTION 
2 Gor Your Boy or Girl! 


Thrift among Lutherans is characteristic and traditional. Teach 
your child to save pennies and buy his own insurance policy 


from such savings. 


Note in the Rate Table that at age 4, for example, the annual 
premium rate is only $2.76, less than a penny a day! (*Less 
than two pennies a day at ages 11 to 16). The annual premium 
rate remains the same until age 16. The amount of insurance 
protection increases however, each year until age 16 when 
your child is insured for $1,000.00. 

Where else can you buy life insurance protection for your 
children at such remarkably low annual rates? 

Write today tor complete information on this thrift policy for 


your child. 


LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD 


Juvenile Rates 


Insurance Age Next Annual 
Protection Birthday 


Legal Reserve Life Insurance for Lutherans ‘i 


Herman L. Ekern, President 
MINNEAPOLIS 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Please send information onduvenile Life Insurance to: 


My: Name-is:2> os Se 
Children's Ages Are: .... 
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OBITUARY 


The Rev. H. W. Saeger 


The next to the oldest pastor of the Synod 
of the Northwest in years of work as an or- 
dained minister, the Rev. H. W. Saeger, of 
Mukwonago, Wis., laid down his duties in 
death November 28, 1944. He had been ailin 
for more than a year, and underwent a secon 
operation on the ay prior to his death. Up 
to a week earlier he had carried on his preach- 
ing and catechetical instruction in Mt. Olive 
Church, which he had served since 1930. He 
was a member of the Northwest Synod since 
1926, serving first in a mission in Milwaukee, 
later discontinued. 

Pastor Saeger was born at Hull, Iowa, April 
11, 1878. He was a member of the Missouri 


| pr{veecesecestecaes @ooceesunoos EE 
a MUD IO eek eo se ne 
PEAS ae eres SIDES 
MENEELY 
BELLCO. 
High Grade 
Reconditioned Bells 


BV HENRY Heck & 

‘STAMGD: GLASS: 

WC a 
TROY, NY. 

Write for Information, 


May YX | 


LLOYD A. POTTEIGER 


PAINTER and INTERIOR FINISHER 
222 S. Carol Boulevard 
Highland Park Upper Darby, Pa. 
Sunset 3224 
Estimates and color schemes 
submstted on request. 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an inspiringly - 
beautiful spperrance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
and junior choirs, in many beautiful \ 
materials and colors. Write for FREE 
Choir Apparel Style Book C-20, 
Budget Payment Plan 120, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP70. 
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Synod from baptism until 1918. His education 
was in the schools of that body. Ordained in 
1903, he served parishes in that body until he 
ers ihe to the Nebraska Synod of the ULCA 
in 1918. | 

In 1918 he married Anna C. Pentz, who has_ 
shared his ministry and survives him with six 
of their eight children. aks are Mesdames_ 
Edna Gest, Evelyn McDade, Dorothy Scheffel | 
and Viola Staffeld; and Walter and Gerald. 
The latter is in the Army, and could not at- | 
tend the funeral. Three sisters and brothers 
also survive. There are seven grandchildren. 

Conference President Niebling conducted the 
funeral service in the Mukwonago church. Drs. 
Zinck and Gerberding preached, and the pres-— 
ident of the synod read the committal service 
in Oak Knoll Cemetery. Visiting pastors acted 
as honorary pallbearers. 

—Northwest Synod’s Bulletin. 


SYNODS 
The eighty-fifth annual convention of the 
Georgia-Alabama Synod will be held in the 


Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta, Ga., John L. 
Yost, D.D., pastor, February 6-8, 1945. The first 
session will be The Service and the Holy Com- 
munion Tuesday evening, February 6, at 8.00 
o'clock, Central War Time. 

Thomas H. Weeks, Sec. 


The one hundred twentieth annual convention | 


of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South 
Carolina will be held in Ebenezer Church, Co- 
lumbia, S. C., Dr. C. E. Fritz pastor, February 
6, 7 and 8. The Holy Communion will be ad- 
ministered at the opening service at 11.00 A. M., 
Tuesday, the sixth. Carl B. Caughman, Sec. 


The one hundred sixteenth annual convention 
of the Lutheran Synod of Virginia will be held 
February 6-9 in St. Mark’s Church, Roanoke, 
Va. 


February 6. Malcolm L. Minnick, Sec. 


THE RURAL CHURCH INSTITUTE 


sponsored by the Committee on 
Church of the Board of Home Missions of the 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States will be held Thursday, February 1, 1945, 
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading, Pa., the 
Rev. Gunnar Knudsen pastor. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M. and 1.00 P. M. Adjournment at 12.00 M. 
for one hour and at 4.00 P. M. 

Addresses will be delivered by Hon. Miles 
Horst, Secretary of Agriculture of Pennsyl- 
vania; Dr. W. V. Dennis, Department of Exten- 
sion of State College; and the Rev. E. L. Leisey 
of Robesonia. 

The chairman of the Rural Committee is the 
Rev. P. P_/Huyett, Philadelphia; the secretary 
is the Rev: H. H. Krauss, Red Hill, Pa. 


BENEFIT CONCERT AT LANKENAU 


A concert by the Philadelphia Lutheran 
Theological Seminary Choir, under the auspices 
of the Philadelphia Deaconess Association, will 
be given Wednesday, January 31, at 8.00 P. M., 
in the Lankenau School of Nursing, 22d St. and 
Girard Ave., Philadelphia. The Rev. Elmer E. 
Zieber, director of the choir, has planned a 
delightful program in which the guest soloists 
will be Bertha Marcella DeCray, harpist, and 
Seminarian Matthew Wiencke, violist. 

Proceeds of the concert are to be used for the 
rene of the Mary J. Drexel Home for the 

ged. 
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Opening session at 7.00 P. M., Tuesday, | 


the Rural | 


SDECIAL SERVICES 


FOR USE DURING THE LENTEN SEASON 


GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES 


BEFORE THE CROSS—A three-hour devotion by Paul Z. Strodach. 15 cents a 
copy; $1.50 a dozen; $10.00 a hundred. 


A THREE-HOUR DEVOTION FOR GOOD FRIDAY—Prepared by the Common 
Service Book Committee. 10 cents a copy; $1.00 a dozen; $7.00 a hundred. 


Either of these services provides a complete form of worship if supplemented by brief 
addresses on the Seven Words from the Cross. 


NEW EASTER SERVICE 


THE EASTER SERVICE for 1945 appears in the February issue of The Parish 
School magazine. Mimeographed copies of the service available at 10 cents. 


FORMER SERVICES STILL AVAILABLE—“Rays of Resurrection Light,” 
“Eternal Victory,” “Resurrection,” “Christ Risen for All,” 8 cents; 60 cents a 
dozen; $4.00 a hundred. Samples on request. 


RECONSECRATION SERVICE 


A PROMISE WITH A PRIVILEGE—An interpretation of the Order for Confirma- 
tion. Includes an order of service for rallies of confirmands and other reconsecration 
services. 5 cents a copy; 50 cents a dozen; $3.00 a hundred, postpaid. 


A SERVICE FOR PRAYER ASSEMBLIES 


THE ORISONS—Included in this fellowship of prayer is THE ORISONS—a 
pamphlet with form of service, 15 cents a copy; $1.50 a dozen; $12.00 a hun- 
dred; THE ORISONS’ PRAYER CARD—85 cents a hundred; $7.50 a thousand; 
THE ORISONS’ SCRIPTURE VERSE CARD PACKET—a set of fifty selected 
Scripture verse cards, 15 cents a packet. : 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 


1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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Lent 


and 


Easter 


Literature 
and 
Supplies 
Listed in 


CATALOG 74—Supplies for Church, School, Home. Sent in 1942 to all on our 
mailing list and available to others having need of it. The Confirmation, 
Church Membership and Baptism CERTIFICATES listed on pages 175-180 
are still available in most part. 


CATALOG 80—Gifts for. all Seasons. Sent November, 1944, to all pastors and 
superintendents. Its listing of gift literature and novelties supersedes 
largely the listings on pages 5-41 of Catalog 74. 


. 


SPECIAL CIRCULARS—One or more 
are to be sent prior to the Lenten season 
to all persons on our mailing list. See 
also, jour ads in THE LUTHERAN. 


Tue Unirep LuTrHerAN Pustication House 
1228 Spruce Srreet, Pamapetpara 7, Pa. 
Cuicaco 11 PirrssurcH 22 Corumeta 3 


